
New River Valley Beekeepers Association  

September 10, 2020, Meeting Minutes  

 

President Emory Altizer opened the meeting at 6:33 pm with a total of 31 members 

present. Carl Lefko hosted the meeting digitally via Zoom due to the State of Virginia 

COVID-19 restrictions  

 

Due to the virtual limitations, there was no raffle this week. 

 

Apiary Report: Bob informed us that the apiary has had its up’s and down’s.  One of the 

hives that was re-queened in the Spring was found queenless again.  Colony #1 (queen 

right and healthy all summer), had a really high mite count.  We did two sequential 

Formic treatments and seem to be looking better.  The two 8-frame colonies that had a 

grey-area mite count in August had a high mite count now.  They are also receiving 

treatment and will re-test in a few weeks. We will likely rearrange honey stores to ensure 

everyone has enough stores for Winter.  

 

The Treasury Report was emailed to the membership on 9/8 by James Hill.  At the time of 

that writing, we had an available balance of $6,647.88 in the checking account and $18.60 

in the PayPal account.  It has been a quiet month for us financially.  The audit team has 

been given all of the information to perform their audit.  

 

What you should be doing with your bees: Jerry warns, if you have treated for mites, 

check to see if you have a lower count, but also check to see if the queen has tolerated it 

well.   In the past, he has had experience where his queen was negatively affected. James 

Hill also volunteered that if you find yourself in a position where you need to requeen 

your hive, Tim Service (Meadows of Dan) is a resource with about a 100 queens available 

at a great rate.  His contact information is 2769525277 and canoemaker@centurylink.net. 

Bob reminded us that Winter stores and mite counts are the big focuses for him at this 

time.  The bees beginning to emerge are winter bees and it would be a whole lot better 

for your hive if they didn’t struggle with mites.  

 

We are grateful to have observed Richard Reid present “Wintering Bees in the Virginia 

Mountains”.  As a tenured beekeeper and valued leader at NRVBA, Richard discussed 

the needs and preparation of colonies for Winter, such as food, ventilation/insulation, 

mouse protection, cluster size, protection from wind, and how to eventually deal with 

dead-outs.  
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Respectfully submitted,  

Morgan Otten, Secretary 

 


