
New River Valley Beekeepers Association  

October 08, 2020, Meeting Minutes  

 

President Emory opened the meeting at 6:35 pm with a total of 24 members present.  Carl 

Lefko hosted the meeting digitally via Zoom due to the State of Virginia COVID-19 

restrictions.  Dave Jersey has volunteered to join the Nominating Committee.  Any other 

member interested in assisting with identifying officer candidates for 2021 should 

respond to committee Chair Bill Hendon’s recent emails. 

 

Apiary Report: Bob confirmed we still have 5 colonies, of the 3 that were treated for 

mites, 2 are doing well.  One went from about 15 mites to about 40 mites so we aren’t 

sure what’s going on there.  All but one honey had excess honey stores thanks to the 

wonderful goldenrod flow. We’re doing what we can to support the hives.  

 

The Treasury Report was emailed to the membership yesterday by James Hill.  At the 

time of that writing, we have available balances of $6452.88 in the checking account and 

$16.97 in the PayPal account. For the near future, we anticipate expenditures to be much 

the same: honoraria, storage, Zoom.  We expect income to pick up next month as we 

start to receive membership renewals. 

 

There is a bit of an issue with LoveAdmin surrounding a refund dispute. Additionally, it 

has not been the easiest program to use for our needs.  We may be looking at using a 

different system for maintaining a membership database going forward, however more 

updates to come.  

 

What you should be doing with your bees: You’ll want to check how much stores you 

have (roughly 60-80lbs) and put on your mouse guards. Richard Reid commented that he 

really tries to get the bees fed up before winter with liquid feed.  If in an emergency 

during the winter, you can put on a solid, like fondant. Richard reminds us that if there is 

excess honey, you can take that in the Spring after the coast is clear.  

 

 

Dr. Marcel Durieux has presented for us “Honey and Wound Healing: What do we really 

know?”.   A self-proclaimed “hobby beekeeper with an interest in honey bee biology”, Dr. 

Durieux explores honey as a wound healing agent. While honey is toxic to bacteria and 

fungi, it’s also effective at concentrations that can be reached on a wound. Honey also 

does not seem to induce resistance and is active against a wide variety of 



microorganisms. He educates that laboratory studies show beneficial antimicrobial 

effects of honey, which may be useful in eradicating antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Morgan Otten, Secretary 

 


