
New River Valley Beekeepers Association  
February 13, 2020, Meeting Minutes  

 
President Altizer opened the meeting at 6:33 pm with a total of 73 members present.  
 
The treasury report for this month was emailed to the membership recently by James Hill. To 

summarize, at this writing we have $11,919.73 in the checking account and $500 in the PayPal 
account.  Our cash on hand is increasing dramatically due to incoming membership dues, Beginner 
Beekeeping Course (BBC) enrollments and bee package orders.  As mentioned last month, the high 
balance is deceptive because a large portion of it is obligated to pay for the package order from Dadant. 
As we continue to take package orders the balance will continue to rise until we write the check for the 
packages in late March. 
 
Apiary Report: Nothing really of note at this time. 
 
What should you be doing with your bees right now: Build equipment now because you won’t 
have time to do this when they are swarming. You will also want to keep an eye on the hive's 
stores and possibly feeding. Keep in mind more bees starve in March because they are using 
their stores to ramp up. This happens because the nectar flow hasn’t started yet.  We have 
some pollen patties available for sale for as long as supplies last. 
 
We also have NRVBA hats for sale! These are sold at $16.00 each and are available at every 
NRVBA meeting, as long as supplies last. 
 
Jerry has offered to host a 2nd/3rd year beekeeping course but we have only had 10 people 
sign up.  Jerry will be sending out another email regarding this, however, if we do not have 20 
people sign up, we will be canceling the class. 
 
Jerry listed the items for the Buffalo Jack raffle:  

• Honeycomb coasters 
• A set of 10 medium frames with plastic foundation (unassembled) 
• A set of leather gloves (size Medium) 
• Hardcover copy of The Lives of Bees by Thomas D. Seeley 
• 24 glass quart jars 
• A screened 8 frame bottom board 
• Unassembled deep super with hardware 

 
The first session of the Beginner’s Beekeeping course went off without a hitch! A total of 54 
people signed up for the course and every seat was filled.  This was a very enthusiastic group 
and we are grateful to have them.   
 
As advertised, we have bee packages coming in on Easter Sunday for purchase.  Keep in mind 
there is a finite amount of bee packages available so don’t wait too long to sign up.  Sharon has 
reported there have been some software and user problems online.  If you have reached out 
and she hasn’t gotten back to you immediately, it’s not because she has forgotten about you. 
There is just a lot of activity and she will get back to you as quickly as possible. 
 
If you are new to the group, keep in mind there are a few benefits to joining the club. 



• If you sign up for the club, there is a membership fee of $10 per year and in your first 
year, you get a beginner’s beekeeping book (estimated value of $9). 

• On our website, we have a list of available mentors to help guide you and answer your 
questions. 

*If you have the time and are able to mentor, please send Emory an email and he will set up the 
parameters with you 

• Our bee packages will be at a discounted price if you are a member of the club. 
• Equipment is available to borrow from the club for free! For example, we have a honey 

extractor, and child bee suits that you can sign out. 

 

Sadly, Valley Bee Supply, in Fishersville, VA, is going out of business.  Everything in the 

warehouse is buy one get one free.  In order to take advantage, you must go to their website, 
(https://www.valleybeesupply.com), and place an order.  Shipping is not available and you must 
pick your items up directly. Please be aware they are no longer taking orders through phone or 
email.  Details available online. 
 
We have our annual picnic coming up in July!  Save the date: We will be meeting at Nellies 
Cave park (1900 Grissom Ln., Blacksburg, VA 24060) on July 18.  Lori Kuszmaul 
(lkuszmaul@sbcglobal.net) will be returning this year to volunteer her time and organize the 
event. The club covers meat and drinks, however we ask you to bring a potluck item (especially 
if it includes honey!). Stay tuned as there is much more to come! 
 
Jerry Borger received a call today from a gentleman from the Rotary Club (The Rotary Club of 
Christiansburg-Blacksburg is a service club that meets weekly to network, learn about our 
community and make the world a better place), who has invited Jerry to come have a discussion 
at their meeting next Thursday on the topic of what they can do to help save the bees. If you 
have any suggestions other than plant bee friendly plants or support your local beekeeper 
through donations, please pass along your suggestions to Jerry Borger (twoltcols@verizon.net). 
 
Dr. Holly Scoggins presented, "Gardening for bees".  Holly provided incredible information 
regarding various plants that are particularly beneficial to bees as well as bee-friendly gardening 
strategies.  For example, “shoulder seasons” are especially important, like early spring and late 
fall when the nectar flow is scarce. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Morgan Otten, Secretary  
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