
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 
 

Minutes of the February 14, 2019, meeting 
 
President Emory Altizer opened the meeting at 6:36 pm with 65 persons in attendance. 
 
Apiary report: Bob Whiton ; Not a lot of activity now, but all colonies still living. 
 
Educational update: Jerry Borger:  Dr. Fell gave an excellent presentation at the SYWTBAB 
update session.    
 
Apparel committee: The logo design was by Sue. Shirts and hats are still available. 
 
Report from Blacksburg HS beekeepers:  Riley Fisher - the school will be having an Ag Day on 
February 23. 
 
What You Should Be Doing With Your Bees Now: 
Josh - feeding dry feed 
Fred - doing mountain  camp feeding- bees are taking it more than ever –getting supers ready 
 
 Speaker: Mark Chorba - The Art of Catching Wild Swarms. 
 Traps are a proactive way of getting swarms. You need to have the right size box-40 to 60 
liters. It can be made from an old discarded bee box. Camouflage or similar paint is best; the 
color makes no difference to the bees, but it makes it less conspicuous to people. Close up any 
cracks and make a half inch entrance hole. You only need three frames of old comb placed at 
the back of the box and fastened lightly with tacks. Locate the box 5 to 10 feet above ground on 
a tree or building. The south side of a building is best. The secret ingredient is lemon grass oil; 
one drop in a cotton ball and placed in the box. Once is enough for the season. Check the box at 
least weekly. Scouts will come, but wait a day or two for the swarm to arrive. 
 
Raffle drawing – five items were raffled. 
 
Jerry – The club will be subsidizing nuc boxes to members who are interested in producing bees 
for sale next year. Sign up if you are interested. 
 
Report from silent auction: Cindy – There were 56 lots to be sold. Approximately 220 total bids 
were received; four items received no bids. There were 32 individual bidders, but only 24 
placed winning bids. Winning bids ranged from $1 to $260. The gross income was $969, of 

which $155 goes to Mrs. Larson.  We sold two items for her that belonged to her late husband, 

who was a member. 
   

Respectfully submitted, 

Glenn Buss 


