
New River Valley Beekeeper’s Association 

September 13, 2018 Minutes        

President Fred Jones called the meeting to order at 1832 with 37 in attendance.  

Announcements:   

A beekeeping equipment yard sale was held in the parking area of the meeting location prior to the 

meeting.  Items sold were the remainder of the items donated by the family of long-time member and 

Treasurer Jack Price.  The proceeds for tonight’s sale are $237.00.  The few remaining items were 

displayed in the meeting room for a final make-an-offer sale. 

Volunteers are needed for a committee to nominate candidates for the November elections. 

Treasurer Audit- Volunteers are needed to perform an audit of the Treasurer’s records. 

Bug Fest- The Entomology Department at Virginia Tech will hold it’s annual Bug Fest on October 20th at 

Squires Student Center.  This is a great way to present beekeeping to the public.  Sales of honey, 

candles, etc. have been allowed at past events.  NRVBA provides an obersavation hive for the event. 

Due to hurricane induced weather the 2018 North American Mite-A-Thon has been extended to 

September 22nd.  More information can be found at: http://www.pollinator.org/miteathon  

The 2018 Montgomery County Heritage Days was held the last weekend of June.  Organizers said this 

year produced the largest turn out ever. 

What you should be doing with your bees:   

Some have noted a good nectar flow now in some areas.  Remember to perform mite counts and treat 

as needed if desired, consider combining weak colonies, add stores as needed-either honey or 2-1 syrup.  

It will be time soon to install mouse screens as cooler weather approaches. 

Business:   

Logo Committee-  The final design has been selected and Nick is completing work on the graphics.  More 

at next month’s meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report-  Treasurer James Hill emailed the monthly report to members prior to the meeting.   

Apiary Report-  This is the third year of the Apiary.  Bob and Richard created a few power point slides to 

show the progress of the yard.  Most impressive is that, through careful management, the initial three 

hives have been increased to eight completely without additional cost. 

Fred’s Follies-  Fred presented questions with prizes relating to the August presentation by Master 

Beekeeper Dana Stahlman.  

Presentation:  Presentations are available in the Member’s Only area.     

Fred Jones presented an interesting program on the practice of hunting feral bees.  His presentation 

followed the practices of Tom Seeley in his book, “Following the Wild Bees”.  Fred also shared the tool 

kit he has developed for hunting feral bees. 

The Buffalo Jack Raffle raffle was held and the formal meeting adjourned at 1950 for refreshments and 

socializing. 

Respectfully submitted: Emory B. Altizer, Secretary 


