
New River Valley Beekeeper’s Association 

February 8, 2018 Minutes        

Twenty plus members were recognized constituting a twenty-member quorum should a need arise for a 

membership vote on any issue. 

  

President Fred Jones called the meeting to order at approximately 1830. 

 

What you should be doing with your bees:   

With the warmer weather the queen may be laying now and honey may be used to feed the brood 

depleting stores.  It’s thought some hives starve more often in March than through the winter.  Pollen 

patties can be used to stimulate brood production to take advantage of the first nectar flow.  Remember 

to remove the patties when the nectar flow starts.  The bees will no longer use them and the hive 

beetles love them.  The bees will have moved upwards during the winter so reverse the boxes to move 

them to the bottom of the hive.  It’s thought some of the heavy winter loses are due to a combination of 

poor nutrition, pesticides, and insecticides.  Neonicotinoid insecticides are the most widely used 

insecticide in the world in many applications including garden seeds.  Neonicotinoid insecticides are 

highly toxic to bees and kill bees at around 180 ppb in flower nectar and pollen.  Sublethal doses cause 

the loss of navigation and foraging skills. 

Business:   

125 bee packages were ordered with 119 already sold.  An additional 75 packages are now ordered.  

Expecting a huge demand this year due to heavy loses.  Richard reminded the group of the Eastern 

Apiculture Society honey bee conference this August 13-17 in Hampton.  There will be a stellar group of 

international speakers.  Anyone interested in joining the Logo Committee should email Fred. 

Mentoring Program: 

System is under development with plans of starting next month.        

Treasurer’s report:  Treasurer Jack Price was not in attendance; the report was deferred.   

Fred’s Follies:  Fred presented questions with prizes relating to last month’s re-queening presentation. 

Presentation:   

Fred presented an interesting talk on the multiple factors believed to influence swarming.  Managing 

overcrowding is thought to be one key to preventing swarms.  Regular inspection, looking for a decrease 

in egg production in a large hive and maturing of queen cells are believed to be good indicators of an 

impending swarm.  By percentage most swarms occur in March through June. 

 

The monthly raffle was held and the formal meeting ajourned at 2010 for refreshments and socializing. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: Emory B. Altizer, Secretary 


