
New River Valley Beekeeper’s Association 

April 12, 2018 Minutes        

President Fred Jones called the meeting to order at 1830 with 61 in attendance.  

Announcements:   

There will be a memorial service to honor Jack Price, our long-time treasurer, on April 28th.  The day will 

begin with a hike up Buffalo Mountain in Floyd County to watch the sunrise.  That will be followed by a 

church service at the Episcopal Church in Meadows of Dan and, finally, a gathering at Jack's house. 

NRVBA members are invited to attend.  Jim Hill has volunteered to serve as interim treasurer at least 

until elections this fall. 

 

Maureen McGonagle of the New River health district has requested the NRVBA to put on a program for 

the Market Kids program July 19th from 3-4 PM at the market garden in downtown Christiansburg. This 

is a summer program for children 7 to 12 years old involving gardening, nutrition and entrepreneurship. 

Volunteers are still needed. 

 

On May 5, the Highlands Beekeeping Association will present a queen rearing class taught by Dr. James 

Wilson and state apiarist, Keith Tignor in Abingdon, Va from 9 to 3 PM.  There will be a hands-on queen 

grafting workshop.  The cost is $35 and applications are available. 

 

The Virginia State Beekeeper’s Association meeting will be at Roanoke College on June 15 and 16.  

 

The Board has recognized possible advantages for the Association to attain 501-C nonprofit status.  Fred 

is checking on the particulars; more to come on this. 

 

What you should be doing with your bees:   

Still lots of discussion about the cause(s) for such heavy losses.  One consistent opinion is the influence 

of mites.  Honey supers will be going on soon so options for any treatment is limited.  Quick Strips are 

probably okay to use with supers.  Time to reverse brood boxes and monitor for signs of swarming 

activity.  Strong colonies can starve in early spring due to using stores to raise brood.  Remember to feed 

as necessary. 

Business:   

Logo Committee-  Three designs of those submitted by members have been selected.  There is a link in 

the Members Section for voting.  Voting is open until April 30th; one vote per member/family.  The 

winning design will receive a tee shirt or a hat with the logo. 

Mentoring Program-  The program is now active in the Members Only section.  There is a map showing 

volunteer mentor’s location with contact information.   Those wanting a mentor should contact 

someone near them.  This is a new idea so some ground rules are still developing. 

Update on package deliveries-  Mark reported directions on what to do with packages have been sent to 

those who have ordered packages.  Expected deliveries are April 22nd and May 13th.  There are still 10-15 

packages available to order for the May delivery.  215 packages were ordered for the April delivery and 

115 for May.  Mark said swarming has already started and brought in one of his swarm boxes to show.  

He usually adds a frame of old brood and one new frame with foundation.  Any attractant, such as 



lemon grass oil, should be used very sparingly.  Brian Murphy pointed out the increase in package orders 

reinforces the importance of requeening and raising our own nucs and queens. 

BBC-  Jerry reported additional efforts are being made to complete the second half of the course.  He is 

scheduling additional inspections at his apiary to be certain everyone has an opportunity to participate 

in an inspection. 

Treasurer’s Report-  Treasurer Jim Hill reported the bank balance.  Jim is also Chair of the Equipment 

Committee, and still willing to help, but did ask to be relieved as Chair. 

Fred’s Follies-  Fred presented questions with prizes relating to last month’s, “Splits and Nucs: Expand 

and Sustain Your Beekeeping” by Richard Reid. 

Presentation:  Presentations are available in the Member’s Only area.     

Sue Hossack presented an informative talk on feeding bees throughout the year.  She demonstrated 

different types of feeders and recipes for 1:1 and 2:1 syrup for spring and fall feeding, dry sugar and 

fondant for winter, and pollen patties to stimulate brood production in the spring for established 

colonies. 

The monthly raffle was held and the formal meeting adjourned at 2010 for refreshments and socializing. 

 

Respectfully submitted: Emory B. Altizer, Secretary 


