
New River Valley Beekeeper’s Association 

January 11, 2018 Minutes 

Approximately 32 members were recognized, many guests were noted to be in attendance. 

At 1830 newly elected President Fred Jones called the meeting to order by recognizing the many 

contributions of Past President James Hill over the past two years and thanking him for his service.  He 

also thanked the Board members for their contributions in developing proposed Bylaw amendments and 

the development of a newly proposed NRVBA Handbook. Fred also recognized Sue Hossack for the 

extensive contributions she has made to the NRVBA over the last few years.  Sue received rousing 

applause from the room.  

What you should be doing with your bees:  A brief discussion included the alteration in cold weather bee 

behavior, moving stores, and emergency feeding. 

Business:  Fred noted the recent Bylaw amendments and newly developed Handbook had been 

previously posted on the Association’s website and called for a motion to approve both.  First and 

second motions were heard and the motion was unanimously approved by voice vote of the 

membership. 

Beginning Beekeepers Class:  Jerry reported free introductory one-hour classes are scheduled at the 

local area libraries. The two day Beginning Beekeeper’s Course is scheduled for February 10
th

 and April 

7
th

 at Price Hall on the Virginia Tech campus.  Sign up is available on the Association website.         

Treasurer’s report:  Treasurer Jack Price was not in attendance; the report was deferred. 

Apiary Group:  Richard reported the approximate capacity for the Apiary is six hives and six nucs.  The 

consensus of the Apiary Group is to have specific managers for specific hives recognizing some variance 

in hive management philosophy.  However, each hive will be managed to the benefit of the entire 

Apiary.  Bob stated there is discussion of evaluating the hives every ten days from March through June 

to insure each hive gets the appropriate amount of attention.  Specific months and days will be 

announced.  The Group is considering developing a handbook specific to the Apiary. 

Fred’s Follies:  Fred presented questions with prizes relating to Richard’s, “Wintering Honey Bees in 

Virginia” November presentation. 

Presentation:  Tim Service, former President of Mountain Empire Beekeepers Association, presented an 

entertaining talk on when, why, and how to requeen.  He compared and contrasted the difference in 

various queen races especially Italians and Carniolans.  He talked about the genetics of workers and 

drones and the importance of the integrity of pheromones.  

The monthly raffle was held and the formal meeting closed for refreshments and socializing. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: Emory B. Altizer, Secretary 


