
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

November 9, 2017 Minutes 

18 members signed the roster; many more members were recognized to be in attendance. 

President Jim Hill called the meeting to order at 1830. 

The corrected September minutes were approved; the October minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s report:  Treasure Jack Price was not in attendance.  Jim Hill gave a treasury summary 

including the bank balance, noting no immediate needs to be paid.   Report approved by the 

membership. 

Old Business:  Deanna Cox was reelected Recording Secretary last month.  She has informed Jim she 

needs to withdraw from the position.  Discussion ensued about the duties of the Recording and 

Corresponding Secretary positions.  It is noted Sue Hossack, as the lone Secretary, had assumed many 

duties over the years that are not described or assigned in the Association Bylaws.  It was decided the 

Board of Directors will meet in December to review the various necessary responsibilities and make 

recommendations for amendments to the Bylaws.  Emory Altizer resigned as Corresponding Secretary 

and was elected Recording Secretary.  It was decided to leave the Corresponding Secretary position 

vacant until revisions, if any, are made to the Bylaws in relation to each position’s responsibilities. 

Committees:  Jim Hill volunteered to relieve Bob Whiton as Chair of the Equipment Committee and 

asked for volunteers to help with signing equipment in and out to members. 

Kent Murmann asked for a volunteer to take over the Program Committee.  Luke McCoy volunteered to 

be the Committee Chair. 

Jerry Borger, Education and Outreach Committee Chair, said he will continue to manage the Beginning 

Beekeeper’s Course.  A few current members willing to assist with moving props, coffee maker, etc. in 

and out of the classroom are welcome to audit the course.  Those interested should contact Jerry in 

January.  The course dates are February 10
th

 and April 7
th

.  So, You Want to Be a Beekeeper sessions will 

be held at 1:30 pm at area libraries in Jan 2018 as follows: Blacksburg 13th, Christiansburg and Floyd 

20th, and Shawsville 21st.  Jerry did ask for others to assist with handling requests for speaker 

engagements.  This is more of a scheduling duty and not necessarily providing the actual presentation.   

New Business:  Apiary Group-  Jerry began a discussion on an “Adopt a Hive” program.  There are five to 

six hives in the apiary now and the thought is to pair experienced beekeepers with newer ones to gain 

perspective from different levels of experience as well as a great educational opportunity for newer 

beekeepers.  Jim noted Bob has suggested assigning each apiary hive to a member of the Apiary Group, 

all experienced beekeepers, and having volunteers assist with managing the hives.  Some discussion 

ensued on how often to visit the apiary, expectations of those wishing to volunteer, etc.  Richard stated 

there is not much to be done at the apiary until early spring.  It was decided the Apiary Group will meet 

to decide all the details which will be posted to The Hive.  A sign up list was completed to gauge interest; 

Jim has the list.  Richard also mentioned the usual education days at the apriary will continue for  

interested members. 

 

 



Presentation:  Richard Reid, Past President, presented his program, “Wintering Honey Bees in Virginia”.  

He presented information on fall and winter feeding, storage of drawn comb and frames, and various 

techniques of winterizing a hive.  He also mentioned the physiological differences in late summer brood.  

There was an enthusiastic Q&A from a large audience for Richard’s program. 

 

Announcements:  Sharon and Jerry each brought the November 5
th

 ”Veteran Voices” insert to the 

Roanoke Times which featured a nice article on Jack and Sam Price.  It mentioned some of Jack’s 

adventures in multiple tours in Vietnam, rehab from his combat injury, and his and Sam’s journey that 

led them ultimately to Buffalo Mountain. 

 Richard announced the Eastern Apiculture Society’s conference will be held in Hampton, Va. August 13-

17 http://www.easternapiculture.org/conferences/eas-2018.html    

Rudy Taylor announced the Virginia State Beekeepers Association will hold its spring meeting at 

Roanoke College June 15
th

 and 16
th

. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: Emory Altizer, Recording Secretary. 

 

 


