
Minutes of NRVBA meeting Thursday 10th September 

45 people present. 

Dr Fell gave a presentation on “How Bees Make Honey”. (This is posted on the website at 

NRVBA.org). 

During the break there was a honey tasting, with members bringing honey samples, and Dr Fell and 

Richard Reid bringing honeys from Mali, Turkey, and Denmark. 

Richard Reid called the meeting to order at 8:15 pm. 

Jim Hill gave a report on the planning commission meeting held on Wednesday 10th September. The 

Montgomery County Planning Commission approved the latest draft of the zoning ordinance 

amendment to permit beekeeping in residential zones.  That means that the draft will go before the 

Board of Supervisors for public hearing, discussion and a vote. The draft is as follows: 

1. A minimum lot size of one half (1/2) acre is required  
2. A density of two (2) hives per one half (1/2) acre is permitted in residential zoning districts, with an 

equal number of nucleus hives  
3. Beehives shall be located in the rear yard only and shall be setback at least twenty five (25) feet 

from side and rear property lines.  
4. Water supply for bees. Every person owning, possessing, or keeping any beehive shall maintain, 

within fifty (50) feet of each beehive, an adequate, accessible, and useable supply of water for the 
bees  

5. Bees shall be kept for the household's personal use and enjoyment only. On-site commercial uses 
such as sales of honey, beeswax, or bees shall be prohibited 

6. A zoning permit shall be obtained by the owner of the bees 
7. Residential beekeeping shall comply with chapter 7, article III of the County Code 
 
This will go before the Board of Supervisors at their next meeting 7:15 pm, 28th September. The 
Board will take a vote and it will become law if no one speaks against it. The meetings are held at 755 
Roanoke St, Christiansburg. 
 
Treasurer’s report:  The raffle brought in $120. We have $ 7,041.56 in the bank. 
 
Other business 
 
Richard Reid: looking into setting up an Association Bee Yard next spring, with up to 8 hives. There 
we can hold field days every one or two weeks. Dr Fell has several possibilities on Tech property. 
 
Jay Tovey: Floyd County Livestock Fair on 19th September 10am – 7 pm at Chantilly Farms, Franklin 
Pike.  
 
Mark Chorba:  Bug Fest is 17th October. Volunteers get free T-shirts, and lunch. We can sell honey. 

Let Mark know if and when you can help. Jack Price suggested we sell T-shirts or buttons that say “I 

ate a bug at BugFest”. 

The owner of Joe’s trees in Craig County, Sue Bostic, has asked if the New River Valley Beekeepers 
Association would like to participate in their  Honey Bee and Butterfly Festival  (bees, butterflies and 
bugs). This event will be held September 26th 9:00-5:00 in Craig County just off Route 42 at Joe’s 
Tree Farm, www.joestrees.com. She asked if we could set up a booth /table to promote our 



Beekeeping Association, beekeeping in general, answer questions on beekeeping  and offer our 
products of the hive for sale. If you are interested either as an Association or individually, please let 
Mark Chorba know ASAP. However, they do not seem to have any tables, tents etc for our use. 
 
Tim Service: has 3 mated queens for sale 
 
Jerry Borger: Susan Sink at Sinkland Farms, Riner, is interested in having the teaching hive, posters, 
volunteers on weekends through October during their Pumpkin Festival. 
 
Sue Hossack: New wording for bylaws to include free membership for students will sent out in time 
for a vote at the next meeting. 
 
Richard Reid: End of year elections for officers needed. Jim Hill as Vice President is in line to become 
president.  
 
Richard: In Norway, Sweden, Denmark, met other beekeepers. Met a group that was preserving the 
Northern Brown Bee (also known as British Black Bee). This is the bee that was brought to the US in 
the 1600s. They are surviving in small numbers. Have colonies on an island in a small lake. They 
have a reputation for being mean, but it seems they are very docile until they are hybridized. They do 
not have stripes, were working heather and drawing white comb. 
 
Everyone in Sweden seems to winter bees in single deeps, and feed them sugar. Not as much 

experimentation is in the US, most seem to follow same procedures. They also recycle wax on 

frames, every second year frames are taking to a processing plant, where the wax is melted off and 

reworked as new foundation.  

What is going on with the bees: 

Feeding should be considered once it starts cooling down. During cold weather if feeding, place over 

cluster so they can get to it.  

Jerry Borger: Do mite check first. Only do mite treatment if indicated. Mite Away Quick Strips can be 

used when supers are on. Place the two strips per packet between deeps. Needs to be 92 or lower 

temperature.  Current mite count for treating is 60 mites per day per hive. , or >5% mite to bee ratio in 

a sugar roll. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Sue Hossack NRVBA Secretary. 

 

 

 

 


