
NEW RIVER VALLEY BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of the May 12, 2014 meeting 
Submitted by Sam Price, NRVBA Secretary 

President Richard Reid opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

Reid announced that NRVBA member Jerry Borger is slated to introduce his double-
screen queen rearing method at the Virginia State Beekeepers Association meeting. 
The screen 
has aided Jerry and many members of NRVBA in becoming more successful 
beekeepers. 

Jerry voiced a big THANK YOU to Tonia Moxley for her part in scheduling/managing 
the Queen Course. Thirty members attended. 

The annual NRVBA summer picnic will be held on Sat July 12 from at Nellie's Cave 
Park in Blacksburg. Please bring a side dish. The association will provide ribs, chicken, 
and 
drinks. There will be a raffle for equipment. All attendees will be entered. There will be a 
second raffle for local queens. 

Richard related that Arnold Rampey had talked to the people running the 
Pearisburg Farm Center. They said someone from NRVBA purchased frames from a 
bee supplier. Upon inspection, he thought the parts did not match/fit. He brought the 
problem to the Pearisburg Farm Center, who he thought was the provider. Staff there 
allowed them to exchange for alternate frame parts. Upon later inspection, it was 
apparent the parts he left behind had NOT been purchased from Pearisburg Farm 
Center. If YOU are the customer in this situation, please contact Pearisburg Farm 
Center to sort out this problem. Thanks! 

Jack and Sam Price need to step down from their Treasurer and Secretary duties. 
They will work with willing volunteers to make the transition an easy one. Finding 
someone to 
handle these responsibilities is a high priority for the association. If there is 
anyone interested in these vital positions, please contact any association officer. 

The Virginia State beekeeping meeting is scheduled for June 13 & 14, at 
Brookeville High School in Lynchburg, Va., hosted by the Piedmont Beekeepers 
Association. For further information, see: 
http://www.virginiabeekeepers.org/content/meetings-event 

Jackson Means will conduct a short course on checking hives for Varroa 
destructor infestation on Saturday, July 26, 2014 at the VT Apiary (Prices Fork 
Research Center), 



10:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon. If interested, sign up with Tonia Moxley by 
email: tonia.moxley@gmail.com. 

Richard Reid will host an informal beekeeping field day at Hale-YMCA 
Community Garden, 300 Maywood St. This event will include inspection of up to eight 
treatment-free 
hives, with discussion to follow. Members are welcome; no sign-up is 
necessary. Remember to bring protective clothing, as well as drinks and snacks. 
PLEASE NOTE: In case of rain on the 14th, this event will be postponed. 

SPEAKERS for the meeting: SPLITS & NUCS BY PAT & JIM HASKELL 

Pat and Jim Haskell shared their method of using nucs and splits to great advantage, 
a very successful alternative beekeeping method, easier and often more successful 
than 
the usual routine. Pat, an Eastern Apicultural Society Certified Master 
Beekeeper, organized the NOVA Teaching Consortium several years ago, a nonprofit 
organization providing educational materials to a dozen or so local beekeeping clubs 
throughout the state. She and Jim Haskell run Massanutten Mountain Apiaries in Page 
and Fairfax counties. They produce nucs and queens for beginning beekeepers, honey 
and other 
hive products that sell at local farmers markets. 

The raffle took place during the intermission. 

The second half of the presentation by Jim Haskell- 
Jim showed a history of the use of nucleus hives, and statistics of northern 
Va. beekeepers showing survival rates between southern packages and queens vs. 
local queens and nucs. 

Power Point slides from the presenation are available 
at http://pwrbeekeepers.com/splits-and-nucs-demonstration.pdf 

Jack Price delivered the recently purchased top bar hive beekeeping book by Wyatt A. 
Mangum to Tonia Moxley. 

The next NRVBA meeting is scheduled for August 14, 2014. 

 


