
NRVBA 
Minutes of June 9th 2016 
 
40 people present. 
 
Meeting started at 6:30 pm with a presentation by member Jerry Borger on extraction 
techniques.  
Jim Hill gave several mnemonics to remember the color coding for queens (white, 
yellow, red, green, blue for years 0/5 1/6 2/7 3/8 4/9) 

• White Yankees Read Good Books 
• When You Run Go Backwards 
• What You Request God Bestows  
•  

After the presentation there was a discussion on what we should be doing with the bees 
this month. Several people reported low nectar harvest. Many of the trees in this area 
were starting to bloom when we had a cold snap which affected the nectar production. 
In Wytheville by contrast, which is at a higher elevation the tulip poplars had not started 
blooming, so where unaffected by the cold.  April was a dry month which also affects 
the nectar flow.  
 
A question was asked regarding feeding new packages. As long as the bees need to 
draw comb, they should be fed, but once the comb is drawn out the bees will start 
storing sugar syrup instead, which is not what you want your honey to contain. Alex 
Hazzouri reported that he saw queen cells in his nuc on 28th, now he is seeing multiple 
eggs being laid in cells. This is probably a laying worker.  Bob Whiton stressed that 
when starting a nuc you should leave it for 4-5 weeks after seeing the queen cells, to 
give the queen time to get mated and start laying. Checking on them before that can 
cause the hive to get stressed and kill the queen.  
 
How to get rid of a laying worker? The best way is to combine the hive with a queen-
right hive using newspaper to separate the boxes. Another method suggested is to take 
the hive a distance away, shake the bees out, the forager bees will find their way back 
to the original hive, but the laying worker should not, since she has never been outside 
the hive. However, several people felt this had not been affective for them.  
 
Another member reported that a package had trouble keeping a queen alive, he is now 
on his 3rd queen. If there is a queen already in the hive (it may have been inadvertently 
included in the package of bees) then the bees will not accept another queen. 
 
How many 8-frame mediums are equivalent to a two 10-frame-deep hive?  4. 
Break at 8:13pm for refreshments. 
 
Business meeting started at 8:30 
Minutes of May meeting were accepted 
Treasurers report was accepted. $4495.27. All expenses for the bee yard have been 
paid. The aviary still needs a top-bar hive, Alex Hazzouri may be able to donate one.  



 
 
Sue Hossack asked for volunteers for the Montgomery County Heritage Day at the 
museum, August 27th 10-3. Bob Whitton volunteered.   
Richard Reid discussed the Field days, they have been going well, around 10 people 
were at the last one. He would like to run them about every two weeks. He would like to 
do some in the evening for people who can’t make it at weekend. It was decided to hold 
the next one on Thursday 23rd June at 5:30 p.m. 
 
There was a discussion on the observation hive, our current one is getting old and is no 
longer affective at holding the bees. A motion was passed for the board to discuss 
which observation hive(s) should be purchased to replace it.  
 
New news: 
Picnic. Dora Butler volunteered to assist Jack Price with organizing, Alex, Bob, Luke 
Jim, may also be able to help. Dora and Jack will see to getting the food and drinks 
ordered.  
 
Anyone who has something that can be raffled is urged to bring it – an email will go out 
to advertise the picnic and ask for raffle items. We will need an RSVP to get a head 
count.  
 
 
 
Sue Hossack 
NRVBA Secretary 


