
Minutes June 11th 6:30 pm 

Jim Hill reported on progress of changing bylaws concerning bee keeping in residential 

zones of Montgomery County. There was a meeting of the Planning Dept on June 8th; 

there will be one more with no public comment, then one with public comment before it 

goes to the Board of Supervisors. The proposed changes to the bylaws include allowing 

up to 3 hives on 1 acre, with a 50 foot stand-off from neighbors. It also requires bee 

keepers to get a permit. We are trying to get this changed to allow smaller lots of ½ an 

acre to allow bees, and to reduce the stand-off to 30 feet. 

Richard Reid reported that he has begun meeting with the board and they have 

proposed the purchase of a Maxant Radial extractor with legs for about $800 plus 

shipping. Luke McCoy proposed the motion that the Association goes ahead with this 

purchase. Seconded by ?? Motion passed.  

Sue Hossack went over the proposed changes to the bylaws to allow Richard to meet 

with a board of up to 16 people instead of the current 6. Jay Tovey proposed the motion 

to accept the changes, Carl Lefko seconded, motion passed.  Luke McCoy asked to be 

on the board.  

Other items being considered by the board included a Honey House in Floyd, and 

possible use of the VT bee yard. 

The Picnic will be held on Saturday 11th July at Nellie Cave Park in Blacksburg, time to 

be determined. 

Bees 

Poplars are over, they peaked 2-3 weeks ago. Do bees forage on the catalpa trees, 

which are in full bloom at the moment? Some thought so.  

Watch out for activity around the hives which can indicate robbing. Richard Reid 

demonstrated how to build a robbing screen by taking #8 hardware cloth and placing it 

across the front of the hive and around the sides. The bees in the hive have to fly up 

and over to get out and figure out how to get back in, but robber bees appear not to be 

able to overcome the obstacle, trying to fly straight into the hive.  

Orientation flights of new forager bees is different from robbing activity, although it can 

be difficult to tell the difference. Tim Service indicated that in his experience bees going 

on an orientation flight crawl up the front of the hive before jumping off and flying.  

Alex Hazourri reported that one of his hives has a foul smell and he believes he may 

European Foul Brood or American Foul brood. It was recommended that he call Brian 



Kreowski the state inspector to have it checked out. This is the purpose of the state bee 

inspection program   

A Bee sanctuary is being opened at the Greenfield Centre, Botetourt. The Botetourt  

Gardening Club is planting bee-friendly flowers. It is open to public. Spikenard Bee 

Sanctuary has an open house on Saturday.  

Richard Reid showed a number of videos by Mike Palmer on various aspects of bee 

keeping, 

There will not be a meeting of the Association in July as we will be having our summer 

picnic 

 

 

Submitted by Sue Hossack 

NRVBA Secretary 

  

 

 


