
Minutes for 9th April 2015 

Tim Service gave a demonstration of his 4-frame nucs and how they fit over a divided 

deep. 

Richard Reid thanked Mark Chorba for handling the bee packages despite a last minute 

change in delivery date.  

Bob Whiton gave a report on replies to the email survey of package survival from last 

year, and handed out paper copies for people to fill out.  

Other possible survey topics were discussed including: 

• Losses over the winter 

• Who stays as a bee keeper after taking the classes 

• Supplemental feeding 

• Mite control and prevention 

 

Tonia Moxley reported on her presentation at Radford library, unfortunately it was 

incorrectly advertised at the wrong time, but the six people who did show up were very 

enthusiastic. 

There was a discussion on family membership and whether a second email could be 

included. Jack Price moved to allow a second email for family membership. Tonia 

Moxley seconded, the motion passed. Sue Hossack will post on the listServ to see who 

wants a second entry. The board needs further discussion to define family membership. 

Treasurers report showed we have a balance of over $8000.  There was discussion in 

ways to use this money, including scholarships for the Beginning Beekeeping class, and 

helping new members build up their hives.  

Jim Hill gave a report on the progress of the attempt to change the zoning laws for 

Montgomery County regarding beekeeping. He should be hearing this week about the 

meeting by the planning commission to discuss it. He will be included in this meeting. 

Richard Reid discussed what we should be doing and seeing with the bees. They are 

building up supplies quickly, and now is a good time for splits, the nectar flow should be 

starting soon. It is possible to smell the nectar early in the morning, and see moisture on 

the landing board. It can be possible to feel warmth at the entrance. No swarms have 

been reported so far this year.  The question was asked what to do with left over honey 

frames taken from a dead-out, the advice was to freeze them for use later in the 

season.  



Mark Chorba brought 3 queens that he was selling for $20 each. Jack Price moved that 

they be purchased by the club and put in the raffle. This was done. 

Richard Reid gave a talk on “Swarm Prevention and Splits” taken from Michael Bush’s 

website (http://bushfarms.com/bees.htm).   

 

 

Submitted by Sue Hossack 


