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Membership in the NRVBA is 10.00 
per member, $15 per family for the  

calendar year. Dues may be paid 
online by c/c also, at www.nrvba.

org.   To pay check by mail - send to 
our treasurer, Jack Price, 3800 Buf-

falo Mtn. Rd., Willis, VA 24380. 

NRVBA newsletter published 
monthly for the membership. 

Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at the 

Christiansburg Health and Human 
Services Building, 210 Pepper Street 

S. Christiansburg, VA 24073

Meeting time  7:00pm

Questions or comments can be sent 
to marco@vt.edu.

July 23-28, 2012 
The NRV Fair in Dublin Monday through Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. Volunteers need to represent the NRVBA Sign up 
now!

Bees, Bees and More Bees. It’s been a spring of bees so far, numerous swarm calls, 
too many to keep track of. Bees in the trees, bees on the bushes, bees in the air, bees 
in the walls. I am getting calls from all over to “get the bees” . I have called many a 
member to send them on those calls, I hope you all were able to get those free bees.

This spring we exceeded our expectations of package bees the NRVBA brought 
into the area over 200 packages this spring, that over 2.4 million new bees. A record 
indeed. Most of the bees went to new beekeepers, definitely increasing the popula-
tion of honeybees throughout the NRV.  The delivery of the first shipment of bee was 
well covered by the media, thanks to Sue Bostic, who sent out news releases to the 
different media outlets. We had coverage from WDBJ-7, Christiansburg News Mes-
senger and the Roanoke Times. Photos of ClemVon Claparede handing out the bees 
went viral and I received many a message about the event. It was a great 15 minutes 
of fame for the Association.

After the April 17th delivery Richard Reid, Clem, and myself attended the Sustain-
able Blacksburg event to represent the Association. An impressive display was set up 
featuring an observation hive, package bees, queens and the display backdrop with 
the nectar producing flowers, honey bee diseases and info about the Association. 
Our display was the largest and received the most attention. 

With the influx of so many new Honeybees , ‘the hive” has gotten abuzz. Many 
members asking questions about what to do with their new packages what to expect 
and how much satisfaction they are getting. Yes, there are a few concerns about pack-
ages that are not doing so good, some queen are failing and some have just disap-
peared. Common problems with packages. I also installed a package and found that a 
week later the queen had a nice pattern of brood, but something wasn’t just right, the 
pattern was “lumpy” and on closer observation I could see that many of the brood 
were drone mixed with worker brood.. not good...But.. yes, there is always a “but”... 
the bees had already taken measures to correct the problem. I found several queen 
cells already in order. They were going to supercede that failing queen right off.  So I 
closed  up the hive and let the bees take care of their own.  That hive will take longer 
now to get going but when they do they will have a superior queen indeed.

The extra queen cells I will make additional splits with from other hives... which 
gives me...  more bees!



The Bee-friendly Garden:  

In late April and early 
May, naked branches 
are festooned with  

creamy white cascades 
of flowers – all from a small to medium-

sized tree that would normally go unnoticed. 
From roadsides of I-81 or 460, or overgrown 

fencerow in May, you’ll here a distinct buzzing from 
all manner of bees, working those flowers for all 
they’re worth.  They emerge with a light coating of 
beige pollen and a bounty of either pollen or nectar. 
Robinia pseudoacacia, black locust, is in full bloom. 

Black locust is in the Fabaceae family, just like 
garden peas, beans, clover, and soybeans.  Their 
association with Rhizobium bacteria allows them 
to “fix” nitrogen in their root nodes. Now widely 
distributed across North America, the original native 
range of black locust was from the Mid-Atlantic 
Appalachians down to Georgia with disjunct 
populations west to Mississippi. They’ve spread 
through human movement (and the desire for fence 
posts) all the way from Wisconsin to California and 
every state in between, where they’re considered an 
invasive species.  The French recognized the black 
locust as an important spring nectar source and 
imported them at the turn of the century to establish 
“honey orchards” for mono-specific honey. 

The leaves and wood of black locust contain a 
number of secondary metabolites – many of these 
compounds are what keep the wood from rotting 
and make those split-rail fences last for eons. 

However, bees aren’t the only insects that 
adores locust – the locust borer decimates entire 
populations, and the locust leaf miner is evident here 
in late summer on a yearly basis – all those brown-

leaved trees along the roadside while everything else 
is green? Black locust infested with a nasty little leaf 
miner. 

Our local locust is sometimes referred to as 
“honey locust” which is incorrect and refers to the 
Midwestern species Gleditsia triacanthos, which, 
incidentally, provides very little nectar.  Another 
related species is Cladastris kentukea or Yellowood, 
rare in the wild but gaining popularity in the nursery 
trade. I have a lovely pink-flowered form that bees 
go berserk for. But for black locust, I know of very, 
very few nurseries that propagate and grow it.  
Seedlings are very transplantable; just dig deeply in 
order to not disturb the taproot. 

Featured writer; Holly Scoggins

Locusts Abound 

Racemes of pea-like flowers in 
spring (USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database)

Tree architecture is fascinating – as shown in this antique 
photo from the National Agricultural Library.  Black locust 
is easily identifiable in winter – look for deeply furrowed, 
rough, gray bark and loads of hearty thorns at each leaf scar. 

(but in a good way)



Minutes of the Meeting, April 12, 2012 
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

 (NRVBA) 
NRVBA President Mark Chorba called the meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m.

49 members in attendance.

Mark’s newsletter emailed to NRVBA 
membership on 4 April was briefly 
discussed, with specific mention of Holly 
Hunter’s article on Mountain Mint.  
Holly brought several of the plants to the 
meeting as raffle items (Thanks Holly!).  
These are a great nectar source from mid-
summer to frost.

Minutes from the previous NRVBA 
meeting were accepted.

Discussion of what we should be doing 
with our bees now focused on swarm 
prevention and included suggestions to 
monitor hives frequently, make splits as 
necessary, and shuffle frames to distribute 
nurse bees out of a compact cluster.  Other 
tips were to feed 1:1 (or even weaker) 
sugar syrup solution to bees drawing bare 
foundation; rotate out old, black brood 
frames and replace with new foundation; 
and insert a medium-sized frame in a deep 
hive body to induce the bees to fill the 
empty space below the frame with drone 
comb—which when capped can be easily 
sliced off thereby removing a potentially 
relatively large number of Varroa mites 
from the hive.

Mark mentioned he plans to get a “honey 
bee swarm list” out to local authorities 
as we did last year to provide contact 
information for swarm capture.

Richard Reid mentioned it’s a great 
time for setting out bait hives to catch 
swarms.  An article that lays out 
preferred particulars for bait hives is 
at: http://ecommons.cornell.edu/
bitstream/1813/2653/2/Bait%20
Hives%20for%20Honey%20Bees.pdf.

Old Business:

Mark announced the NRVBA’s “package 
bees” which were to arrive 17 April may 
be available a day sooner, on 16 April.  
He advised members to watch their email 
closely for an arrival notice, so they’ll be 
able to pick up their bees at the earliest 
opportunity at the parking lot of our 
regular meeting place, the Montgomery 
County Health and Human Services 
Building, 210 Pepper St S, Christiansburg, 
VA.  Mark plans to stay on site through 
5 pm the day of arrival.  Those who 

were expecting bees on 17 April and are 
unavailable on 16 April are urged to make 
arrangements with someone else to pick 
up their bees. Channel 7 may provide 
some coverage for us.

Dr. Fell has completed presentation of 
the third session of the Master Beekeeper 
class series (qualified level).  Schedule 
for review and testing will be announced 
when arrangements are finalized.

A queen-rearing class is planned for June 
2012.  Specifics are “to be announced.”

A beekeeper table at the 5 May Shawsville 
Garden Day festivities will be manned by 
Clem Von Claparede and Sue Hossack—
thanks to both.

New Business:

On the 17th of April, Sustainable 
Blacksburg in cooperation with the 
Blacksburg Library will host an evening 
in which “The Importance of Bees” will 
be considered. This event will occur in 
the Community Room of the Blacksburg 
Library. It is intended to be a family event 
having the purpose of examining why 
humans need bees and the value they bring 
to our lives.  Clem Von Claparede and 
Richard Reid will represent the NRVBA at 
this event—thanks to both.

The NRV Fair in Dublin 23-28 July 2012 
has invited the NRVBA to man a 10’ x 10’ 
space and will provide two passes for free.  
Membership present voted to support this 
event, so we need volunteers to represent 
the NRVBA.  Hours are 2-4 pm Mon-
Fri, 10 am – 4 pm Sat, and 2-4 pm Sun.  
Volunteers will not be able to sell goods 
unless they pay a vendor’s fee.

Lynn Tobias has volunteered the use of her 
property again for this year’s “Beekeeper’s 
Ball” summer picnic, tentatively planned 
for August.  Details to be announced.

Program: 

Our guest speaker was Ken Cole from the 
West Virginia Beekeepers Association, 
giving a talk on “beekeeping on a shoe 
string”.  

He provided examples of:

 • A solar wax melter, A honey extractor, 
A frame guide (jig) for assembling 
frames quickly, And a bee box-building 
jig to keep corners square during 
assembly.

He also discussed uses for abandoned 
corrugated plastic campaign signs, 
including use as sticky boards under 
screened bottom boards for Varroa mite 
counts and winter hive wraps.  He showed 
how to make hive frame holders from the 
metal frames use to display the campaign 
signs along roadways.

Ken described using a CD case as a tool 
for Small Hive Beetle control; just break 
off every other internal tab and put some 
peanut butter inside.  Discard when mites 
are captured.

Ken emphasized when building bee 
equipment, particularly boxes, it’s the 
inside dimension that is critical, not the 
outside.

Finally, Ken mentioned Linda’s Bees blog, 
http://beekeeperlinda.blogspot.com/,  as 
a good source for ideas in innovative and 
inexpensive beekeeping.

Following a raffle of bee items and an 
announcement that the club still has 
T-shirts, pollen patties, and Mite-Away 
Quick Strips for sale, the meeting 
adjourned about 8:30 pm.



Save those  
Package boxes 
Those wooden and wire package boxes 
we all received out bees in this spring are 
too good to toss out. 
I will be collecting them at the meetings 
from those of you who do not want them. 
I will take as many as I can get, even 
from prior years.

 Every spring I hear 
the cry, “my bees have 
swarmed!.. Now what 
do I do”? Well.... do 
what you did before the 
swarm...nothing. 

The main factor of 
swarming is the brood 
chamber became over-
crowded, not enough 
room available for the 
queen to lay. The bees cant wait around for their keeper to take care 
of them so they take care of themselves and prepare the colony to 
swarm, which of course is totally natural. 

Swarming starts with the overcrowding of the hive. The bees then 
put the queen on a diet to slim her down and keep her off the comb. 
Day old larvae are selected for new replacement queens and cells are 
started. Beginning along the bottom of the frames and up along the 
sides of the comb. Many cells are formed in different stages. Within 
days after the first cells are started the hive prepares, foraging slows 
down, many bees stay in the hive and out front of the opening just 
waiting around. there is a calmness within the hive. Then as the 6th 
or 7th day comes and that first queen cell(s) is capped. The bees fill 
themselves with honey, the signal resonates throughout the hive  to 
swarm. A mass exodus begins and the sky is filled with your bees, 
the queen, this years honey crop and most of the work force says 
good bye.

Now What?  I mentioned earlier, do nothing. Leave the bees 
alone. The new queen(s) will emerge in a few days and stay on the 
comb for about 7 more days before going out on the mating flight. 
Sometimes several virgins will be found within a hive, kept apart so 
to ensure that one makes it back. Then its another 7-10 days before 
you see any eggs.  

Many new beekeepers panic and immediately inspect their hives 
only to damage many of the queen cells and possibly even intention-
ally destroying them thinking that the hive has not swarmed yet. In 
doing so they have cut out the bees chances of survival.  

When a virgin queen emerges from her cell she is almost as small 
as a worker bee and very difficult to find in a colony.  Many novice 
beekeepers cannot recognize a virgin queen or fail to see her then 
order a new queen. When the new queen arrives they place her in 
the hive thinking they have done the colony justice. Only to find 
later that the bees kill that newly introduced queen because they 
already have their own new queen in place. And the keeper just lost 
$25.00 or more on a dead queen.  

When in doubt, let the bees work it out.

Honey is the only food that includes all 
the substances necessary to sustain life, 
including enzymes, vitamins, minerals, and 
water; and it’s the only food that contains 
“pinocembrin”, an antioxidant associated with 
improved brain functioning.

My Bees Swarmed...Now what?

 

Looking for a used Beesuit, or 
Jacket, men’s size Large or women’s/

unisex XL, and perhaps a pair of bee gloves.  
Contact: Tonia Moxley, tonia.moxley@gmail.com or 
call 320-6838.

1/8” screen wire
Good for all your beekkping needs, $3.50/linial foot 
(1’x4’)
Contact Mark Chorba, marco@vt.edu 204-6882

Beekeeping Equipment
Contact  Patty Kitchin. pkitchin@vt.edu
I’m selling my bee equipment. I collected a lot of stuff 
from an old bee farmer and I want to sell it as one lot, 
includes extractor, warmer, lots of boxes, frames, wax, 
solar charger, misc. equipment and 2 colonies. I’m 
asking $1200 for all of it.  

NRVBA 
Classifieds



It takes one ounce of 
honey to fuel a bee’s 

flight around the 
world.

The Problems with 
Package Bees.

We all bought package bees at one 
time or other. For the most part they 
were a success. 

With the insurgence of new beekeep-
ers and the demand for new bees ever 
so great, the occurrence of failed pack-
ages increases as well.   

Packages fail for a few reasons, one is 
a poor mated queen, a virgin queen or 
a dead or missing queen. Other fac-
tors are starvation and stress. The small 
pint of syrup can be used up fast with a 
package of bees so getting them out of 
the box and into your hives as soon as 
possible is key. Feeding them immedi-
ately after you hive them is also crucial. 
The additional syrup will revive them 
and energise them to build nice white 
comb perfectly on the wax foundation 
you have provided... whats that? You 
added plastic coated foundation?  And 
your bees did what? Drawn comb out 
over the foundation. Making a mess of 
things?  Yes they will do that. That is 
why we recommend 100% wax founda-
tion for new packages. Its worth the 
extra time it takes to put together.

Ill-mated queen also are a problem 
and the first brood patterns reflect 
that with drone cells mixed in with the 
worker brood cells making the pattern 
look “lumpy” if you find this requeen or 
let the bees requeen. 

Virgin queens also can be a problem 
by never returning from a mating flight 
or not getting mated at all.

Dead or missing queen do happen but 
are usually replaced by the supplier, this 
only delays the colony a few more days.

Viable queens with a new package 
will draw out a few frames in a day or 
two and eggs will be laid as soon as the 
cell depth is acceptable to the queen. 
A package hived on April 17 will have 
capped brood 10 days later. A pack-
age hived on April 30 will have capped 
brood May 9th. That is if both were set 
up on foundation.  (your results may 
vary)

Richards Virgin Queens Tonia’s top bar

Beginners Beekeeping Class of 2012

Master beekeepers class

It is the only insect 
that produces food 

eaten by man.

The average  
worker bee pro-

duces about 
1/12th teaspoon 
of honey in her 

lifetime.

Images sent in to the editor (me) from our members!



 

The Beehive  
Grant Program.
SENATE BILL NO. 354
Beginning January 1, 2013, any 
individual who either purchases 
a new hive or purchases materi-
als or supplies to construct a 
new hive may apply for a grant from the Fund. Such grant 
shall be in an amount equal to $200 per new hive, not to 
exceed $2,400 per individual per year.
An individual shall apply to the Department for a grant 
for purchase or construction of new hives. Grants shall be 
issued in the order that each completed eligible application 
is received. In the event that the amount of eligible grants 
requested in a fiscal year exceeds the funds available in the 
Fund, such grants shall be paid in the next fiscal year in 
which funds are available.
The Department shall develop guidelines setting forth the 
general requirements of qualifying for a grant.
The Department shall compile, maintain, and distribute 
electronically a Virginia Beekeeping Guide to provide infor-
mation to beekeepers on beekeeping.
 As of this writing the bill has been approved by the  
Governor. (effective 7/1/12)

         Originating from Asia, The Greater 
Wax moth, Galleria mellonella (Linnaeus) 
now inhabit all of the US beekeeping 
states today as well as most parts of the 
world. they are .5 to .75 inches long and 
are of a dirty grey color. The female moth 
will lay her eggs someplace inside the 
hive. As the larvae emerge strong colonies 
of bees will destroy and remove them. It’s 
the weaker colonies have a harder time 
and can be overwhelmed by the numer-
ous larvae and eventually destroy the hive. 
The larvae are voracious eaters feeding on 
honey, pollen, and that dark crusty comb 
where they find the exoskeletons of previ-
ous hatched bees most enticing. They are 
natures way of eradicating weak , sick , 
diseases or abandoned hives.
They can be found anytime in the hive 
during the warmer months. Always pres-
ent in some form.They do the most de-
struction to stored supers that have dried 
drawn comb, left unattended and stacked 
in a dark dry area. 
 To prevent the waxmoths one can use  
Paradichlorobenzene (PDB), trade name 
“Paramoth” placed in supers as a fumi-
gant to keep the moths out. Be sure to air 
them out thoroughly before reusing. Non 
chemical treatments are to freeze comb or 
to heat it to 115˚ F for 80 minutes.  Also 
stacking the supers in a manner that al-
lows light to penetrate the comb will keep 
the moths out, they do not like the light.. 

Severe wax moth damage to a hive. 
(no, its not one of mine!)

Greater 
Wax Moth

1:1 Syrup
 1:1, or One-to-One syrup can be used for supplemental spring 

feeding and encourage the drawing of comb.
 1 part (by weight) sugar
 1 part (by weight) water

2:1 Syrup
 2:1, or Two-to-One syrup can be used for fall feeding after the 

last honey harvest, or if the bees do not have a sufficiently large 
store of honey.

 2 parts (by weight) sugar
 1 part (by weight) water

1:2 Syrup
 1:2, or One-to-Two syrup can be used to stimulate brood rear-

ing by simulating a nectar flow.
 1 part (by weight) sugar
 2 parts (by weight) water
 Simply mix the sugar with room temperature water and feed 

the bees.

Sugar Syrup  
mixtures defined


