
A Message from the President

Upcoming events
March 23-24 
Virginia State Beekeepers Association Spring Conference 
Meadow Pavilion at the Meadow Event Park, Doswell, VA
This is the Spring Meeting of the VSBA we are all encourged to attend. ther is an article on the last 
page giving an overview of the adgenda.

May 5th  
Shawsville Garden Event, (Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) 
Clem VonClaparede and Sue Hossack volunteered for this Event, to include a live 
observation hive.    Location is Meadowbrook Center, Shawsville.
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N e w  R i v e r  V a l l e y 

Beekeepers  Assoc ia t ion

As I write this, the weather has changed from warm “bee friendly” days to cold then 
back to warm and again to cold. I wish the weather would make up its mind..

This constant temperature change allows the bees to expand and feed then con-
tract to keep warm. It also confuses them into a false spring. After the last snow we 
had I found many bees out infront of the hive a few feew from the entrance lying in 
the snow stiff and cold. I gathered up, thinking that they were the dead tossed out of 
the hive but I was wrong.  As I held them in my hand I noticed that some were still 
moving, so I cupped them tightly and warmed them up, the little buggers revived and 
began to crawl out.. so I returned all of them to their hive.

This behavior, due to the weather is one cause of the spring dwindling of colonies 
that we all experience. where colonies slowly dwindle to where there is not enough 
bees to survive even with food close by.  So keep an eye on your colonies, merge those 
small colonies before you loose them.

There has been talk about the Top Bar Hives (TBH) has been buzzing about on 
“thehive” and some members are using them and others are looking into them. This 
type of hive is nothing “new or improved”  or anything superior to the standard 
Langstroth hive. Just an alternate way to hive your bees.  I hear so much about them, 
what books are sayng and websites are saying  etc., remember, bees don’t read those 
books nor surf the web to see what is hot or not in hive real estate market, They 
would just as sure find and old hollow tree and be content. And that is as “green” as it 
gets.

This month and following month we will have a new column on what flowers and 
plants you can plant around your yards and fields to help out your bees and your 
neighbors bees. Dr. Holly Scoggins will be providing this information and images to 
add to the newsletter. Holly is the director (and fellow NRVBA member) of the Haun 
Horticultural Gardens at Virginia Tech, if you have never visited them you should 
consider taking a walk around the several acres in the spring and summer that are 
planted lavishly with a variety of flowers, trees, bushes and grasses with a stream and 
pond to accent these gardens. 
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Membership in the NRVBA is 10.00 
per member, $15 per family for the  

calendar year. Dues may be paid 
online by c/c also, at www.nrvba.

org.   To pay check by mail - send to 
our treasurer, Jack Price, 3800 Buf-

falo Mtn. Rd., Willis, VA 24380. 

NRVBA newsletter published mon-
thy for the membership. 

Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at the 

Christiansburg Health and Human 
Services Building, 210 Pepper Street 

S. Christiansburg, VA 24073

Meeting time  7:00pm

Questions or comments can be sent 
to marco@vt.edu.

http://maps.google.com/maps?oe=utf-8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&client=firefox-a&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=Meadow+Pavilion+at+the+Meadow+Event+Park,+Doswell,+VA&fb=1&gl=us&hq=Meadow+Pavilion+at+the+Meadow+Event+Park,+Doswell,+VA&cid=0,0,10223514261934171964&ei=Nt8DT9BniOPRAbfQoIcC&sa=X&oi=local_result&ct=image&ved=0CAcQ_BI


Send in your stories 
And photos of your hive, cartoons, and any honeybees related 
materialfor the next newsletter. I would like to have images 
of you and your bees and any bee related stories you wish to 
contribute.  All newsletter material can be sent to marco@
vt.edu. Images should be jpg and medium resolution 150 dpi. 
stories should be in microsoft word  (.docx)

Minutes of the Meeting, January 12, 2012 
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

 (NRVBA) 

The meeting was  called to order by Mark Chorba at 
7:05 p.m. 
TREASURER’S REPORT:     Jack Price 
TOTAL MONEY ON HAND:   $8081.27
The Treasurer’s Report was approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
First session of the Master Beekeeper Class is Thurs-
day, February 16, 7:00 – 8:30, PRICE HALL, Virginia 
Tech 
Donation to Dr. Rick Fell:   Jack Price made a motion 
to send $270 to Dr. Rick Fell for use of his classroom 
for our BBC.  The motion was seconded and approved.

Bee Packages:  For those who have paid a deposit on 
bee packages, the balance is due not later than  March 
31, 2012.  Bee delivery date is April 17, 2012.

Queen Raising Course:   Dr. Fell is interested in pre-
senting a queen raising Course, probably in June.

Minutes of the January 2012 meeting were available; 
group chose not to have them read again, as they ap-
peared in Mark Chorba’s Newsletter sent to all current 
members via Thehive.  Jack Price proposed they be ap-
proved; it was seconded; minutes accepted.

Garden Event, Shawsville, May 5th (Saturday, 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Request by Marie Goodwin:   
Clem VonClaparede and Sue Hossack volunteered to 
make this honeybee, to include a live observation hive.    
Location is Meadowbrook Center, Shawsville.

Classified section in the Newsletter – anything to do 
with  bees, advise Mark and he’ll put it in the Newslet-
ter.     Used equipment must be inspected (Brian Kr-
eowski) before it may be sold.

Mark Needs Info for inclusion in the Newsletter:   
The recipe for Candy Boards is in the January issue.   
He invites stories, news, jokes, cartoons, and addition-
al recipes are welcome, too.   

Bulk Equipment Orders:
Dave Knight spoke about money to be saved through 
bulk orders of bee equipment, pollen patties, wax 
foundation, etc.  Mark has a large barn in which to 
store supplies for individual sale.  This is a considera-
tion for the future.   

ATTENTION:     MIKE WRIGHT MAKING A TRIP 
TO MILLER BEE FARM ! ! ! 
Mike’s planning to make a buying trip to Miller Bee 
Supply in NC.   He’s agreed to pick up supplies for 
members for a small fee to help pay for his fuel.   Get 
in touch with Mike at 544-382-5430, or email him at 
jwright@moog.com   Get in touch with him NOW, if 
interested !!!!

The Carroll County High School is making hive bodies 
and supers for sale.  Contact Alan Webb, at adwebb@
ccpsd.k12.va.us for more information.

Pending Legislation, affecting beekeepers, in Rich-
mond   Brian Kreowski informed those present of two 
bills in the Virginia legislature, SB 354 and HB 300.  
These proposed bills would give $200 per new hive 
tax credit -  but must be registered and inspected with 

VDACS to receive credit, of up to $2400.  Also would 
mandate state apiarist to prepare a publication for Vir-
ginia beekeepers. For information go to http://lis.vir-
ginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?121+men+BIL

Mark introduced our guest speaker for the evening, 
BRIAN KREOWSKI, VDACS apiary inspector for our 
area of Virginia.   

Call the regional VDACS office at 276-228-5501 for an 
apiary inspection if you plan to sell honeybees or used 
equipment or if you suspect your bees are diseased.

The beekeeper is supposed to provide movable frames.  
When a hive dies, it is supposed to be closed up to pre-
vent robbing. If you think you have a brood disease, 
call us.  If you think you have Africanized honey bees 
(AHB), call VDACS. If you have AHB confirmed, you 
must destroy the hives.  A question was asked if AHB, 
through interbreeding with European bees would be-
come more calm.  Brian’s response was possibly, but he 
didn’t know for sure.  Honey-based candy not allowed 
for use with bees in Virginia; it could be contaminated 
with American foulbrood spores, and spread contami-
nation to the recipient’s hives.   Your hives need to be 
inspected if you are selling honeybee packages, nucs, 
hives and/or queens.  Any bees purchased from out-
side of Virginia should be accompanied by a certifi-
cate of inspection from the state from which they were 
shipped. If you’re selling used hives, equipment,  etc., 
the apiary inspector needs to certify the items you are 
selling are apparently free of disease.  If you are buying 
used equipment, with bees, etc., you should make sure 
it is certified or arrange an inspection.  

Keith Tignor is the state apiarist.    Keith can be reached 
at 804-786-3515 or Keith.Tignor@vdacs.virginia.gov

In 2011, European foul brood (EFB) was confirmed in 
Wythe, Franklin, Grayson, Montgomery and Pulaski 
counties.  American foul brood (AFB) was confirmed 
in Franklin, Grayson, Montgomery, and Wythe coun-
ties with the destruction of many infected hives. Small 
hive beetle (SHB) is now confirmed present in Bed-
ford, Carroll, Floyd, Franklin, Grayson, Montgomery,  
Patrick, and Wythe counties.

You are advised to watch Varroa mite levels and to 
control them.  Varroa mites help spread viruses which 
will weaken your bees.

If you suspect your bees are experiencing pesticide 
poisoning – CALL VDACS ASAP and VDACS pes-
ticide investigator, Jim Atwell, Wytheville Office 276-
228-5501  It is important to call as soon as possible, so 
a sample can be taken to test for pesticides.

The food safety inspector for honey house certification 
is Meagan Musick.  Her Roanoke office phone number 
is 540-562-5641.  Honey house inspection regulations 
were modified by the Virginia legislature in 2011. The 
changes in the law are as follows:
§ 3.2-5130. Inspections required to operate food estab-
lishment. 

Private homes where the resident processes and pre-
pares honey produced by his own hives, if: (i) the resi-
dent sells less than 250 gallons of honey annually; (ii) 

the resident does not process and sell other food prod-
ucts in addition to honey, except as allowed by subdi-
vision A 3; (iii) the product complies with the other 
provisions of this chapter; (iv) the product is labeled 
“PROCESSED AND PREPARED WITHOUT STATE 
INSPECTION. WARNING: Do Not Feed Honey to 
Infants Under One Year Old.”; and (v) the resident 
certifies in writing annually to the Department that he 
meets the requirements of this subdivision. Nothing in 
this subdivision shall increase or diminish the author-
ity of the Commissioner under § 3.2-5102

Dave Knight commented about his experiences with 
the VDACS Food Safety inspection for a home-based 
commercial kitchen.  

BEAR PROBLEMS :  Virginia Dept of Game and In-
land Fisheries -- will document damage; and tell you 
to put up an electric fence!  If no fence, bear will come 
back over and over -- until removed. 
To contact VDGIF Marion Office:  M-F  8:15 a.m. – 
5:00 p.m.  276-783-4860.

Useful websites – 

VDACS Apiary Program  www.vdacs.virgnia.gov/
plant&pest/apiary.shtml

VA Pollination Services: http://www.vdacs.virginia.
gov/plant&pest/pollinator.shtml

Honey Bee  Pest Management Guide:  http://www.
ipmcenters.org/pmsp/pdf/MidAtlanticHoneyBeePM-
SP.pdf 

A questions was asked about using oxalic acid for 
control of Varroa mite.  Currently, this method is not 
approved for Varroa mite control on honeybees in Vir-
ginia.  If you do so, and especially if you are using deck 
cleaner as your source of the acid, you are in violation 
of Federal Law.  
That evening, after the meeting, Brian forwarded the 
following documents of interest:

File from the VA Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries (VDGIF on constructing an electric fence to 
protect your apiary from Yogi bear.   (See link below.)
 

 VDGIF Electric Fencing .pdf
369K   View   Download  
 
IPM Elements for Honey Bees in MidAtlantic.pdf
60K   View   Download  

The Bee-friendly 
Garden
Dr. Holly Scoggins, Associate Professor, 
Department of Horticulture and Direc-
tor, Hahn Horticulture Garden at Virginia 
Tech

I’m a decidedly novice beekeeper – been 
at it for four years now, though only got 

serious after joining the NRVBA.  I do, however, 
know a thing or two about plants.  Not only do I teach about and 
do research on plants, I’m an avid home gardener (read: observer).  
Part of the fun of putting together beekeeping and gardening has 
been noting which flowering plants our honeybees gravitate to-
wards.  There are tons of web sites and books that provide generic 
lists of nectar and/or pollen source plants.  With this column, I will 
attempt to introduce you to (or re-acquaint you with) some bee-
friendly annuals, perennials, shrubs, and trees that do especially 
well in OUR area. I’ll also include a bit of cultural information to 
help you succeed with these plants in your yard/garden/yarden, 
(whatever you’d like to call it).   Some species I plan to write on are 
native to our geographical region; others may come from elsewhere 
(recall that honey bees are not native to North America; so they 
just may enjoy a taste of the “home country”).   Stay tuned for some 
fabulous bee-friendly plants in upcoming newsletters!

The annual sunflower (Heli-
anthus annuus) is a veritable 
mid-summer bee buffet with easy 
access to pollen and nectar. Can 
direct seed after our last frost 
date (May 1 or 15, depending 
where you live) or start indoors 
on a warm windowsill, though 
don’t allow the starter plant to get 
rootbound. Plan on 70 to 80 days 
‘till bloom. Plant about an inch 
deep in full sun for best results!  
Shown is ‘Strawberry Blonde’, 
obtained by the author from 
Johnny Seeds (www.johnnyseeds.
com), purveyor of 41 (!) cultivars 
of sunflowers. 

Spring Packages  
SOLD OUT!...almost

We have sold out of the first batch of 150 
packages for the April 17th Delivery date. 
But for those who were “thinking about 
geting a package or two of bees this year, 
there is still hope! I  have secured another 
order of fifty packages for the April 30 
date. Please check the website for on-line 
credit card orders for $76.00 (credit card 
fees included) or send in a check written 
out to NRVBA for $72.00 per package at 
the address listed below. Send in your 
check or order online to CONFIRM 
your order. 

Jack Price 
3800 Buffalo Mountain RD. SW
Willis VA 24380
540-745-3411

Several members who expressed interest in 
ordering bees and did not send in a check 
or go through theNRVBA site did not get 
added to this first order.



Master Beekeepers Course and the Queen Rearing 
Course
The remaining classes for the MBC have not been determined as of this writing. I 
will notify everyone as soon as I have dates confirmed. The Queen Rearing course 
has also not been given a date as of yet.  

NRVBA Classifieds
Looking for a used Beesuit, or Jacket, men’s size Large or women’s/
unisex XL, and perhaps a pair of bee gloves.  
Contact: Tonia Moxley, tonia.moxley@gmail.com or 540-320-6838.

Several Telescopic Covers wood/metal with box end joints.  
Contact Mark Chorba, marco@vt.edu $10.00 each

Pollen Patties available 
through the NRVBA
We do have on hand several cases of 
pollen patties and they will be offered 
at the meetings  for $2.25 each. Buy as 
many as you need. If you cannot make 
it to a meeting call any of the officers 
and they will get them to you.  

In appreciation of the support of 
the Virginia Beekeepers Associa-
tion we are donating the following 
door prize for the Friday evening 
session at the spring meeting.  Fol-
lowing are the specifications:

A…This will be a rack of queen 
cells from a 100 % hygienic, 
top honey    producer and 
our#1 donor queen. 

B…Rack is from20 to 40 cells and 
must be picked up at Purcell-
ville, Virginia.

C…Cells will be in a portable 
incubator, which will hold cells 
up to 4 days enabling the or-
derly distribution of the cells. 
Once empty the incubator is to 
be shipped back to us via UPS. 
Deposit required on the trans-
port incubator.  UPS return fee 
is prepaid.

The award will be given to a club 
in good standing, represented by at 
least two members in attendance 
at the drawing.
The clubs wishing to participate 
must notify Billy Davis ASAP, no 

later than noon on Friday, the day 
of the drawing.  Clubs not wishing 
to participate will not be included 
in the drawing. Anticipated deliv-
ery date is planned for mid-April.

These cells should help the re-
cipient club diversify their area 
genetics with regionally accli-
mated queens. These queens will 
be mated to their local drones. 
The drones produced from these 
matings will be duplicates of the 
queen, genetically. 
It is recommended these girls be 
started in Nucs and transferred in 
full size hives  after the queen is 
mated and laying.
It is our hope that these queens 
will be used to help the recipient 
club start up a Nuc program and 
begin the exciting program pro-
ducing the bees needed by the club 
thus weaning themselves from 
outside, out of area packages. 

Side Note: We have just concluded 
round 7 of our testing program 
and the number of overwintered 
Nucs qualifying for the final test-

ing has advanced by a whopping 
38%, which compares to last years 
19%. Our great hope is to also find  
an apportioned increase in do-
nor quality queens.  Stay tuned as 
we may have a Nuc with a donor 
available to a local queen pro-
ducer. A very limited number of 
over-wintered Nucs with hygienic 
queens are available. Limit of two 
Nucs per person and four in any 
given club area. Cells should be 
available throughout the season. 
Very limited number of mated 
queens will be available.

Beginning with a base of New 
World Carniolan obtained directly 
from Sue Coby. Systematically 
bred in VSH (SMR) and outstand-
ing local lines to arrive at the 
Virginia Girl Super Mutt, 6 years 
from the beginning of the current 
program.

Thank you very much for your 
continued support.

Billy Davis, CEO
Sustainable Honeybee Program, 

All local beekeeping associations of Virginia:


