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Membership in the NRVBA is 10.00 
per member, $15 per family for the  

calendar year. Dues may be paid 
online by c/c also, at www.nrvba.

org.   To pay check by mail - send to 
our treasurer, Jack Price, 3800 Buf-

falo Mtn. Rd., Willis, VA 24380. 

NRVBA newsletter published 
monthly for the membership. 

Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at the 

Christiansburg Health and Human 
Services Building, 210 Pepper Street 

S. Christiansburg, VA 24073

Meeting time  7:00pm

Questions or comments can be sent 
to marco@vt.edu.

April 6th Beginning Beekeepers Class Part two
The second day of the class will be held this day. Contact Jerry for more info.

April 21st or 22nd Package Bees
Are available through the NRVBA website. See the notice in this newsletter.

May 4th Garden Day at Shawsville Library
This year the NRVBA will be a part of the Shawsville Garden days event. I will 
be there from 9:00 am toll 1pm  with other members representing the NRVBA.

We have such a dynamic group of beekeepers at the NRVBA , I am proud to be a 
part of it all and to be your president once again.  Last month meeting was well at-
tended and everyone had a good time. Keith Tignor gave us the details of the Hon-
eybee Grant and explained it very well. For those who are participating in it, let me 
know if you ever get reimbursed!

March came in like a Lion, as the saying goes.. hope it all goes out like a lamb with 
warm weather. spring flowers and the sweet sound of the honeybees filling the air.  
and if you have lost any of your hives, or some are just so weak that there is hardly no 
hope for them, remember we do have package bees once again. They will  be deliv-
ered (tentatively) to our meeting location on Sunday the 21 of April this year. Jerry 
tells me we actually only have 50 left. So don’t wait till the weather warms up and 
then go to order them... we may be sold out.  The next shipment of bee will not be 
available till May 6th. 

Many new beekeepers are getting packages this spring and I have had many in-
quires about having someone to be a mentor for them. I will be looking for volun-
teers to help out with the newer member who may need assistance with their bees.

Queens will also be available this spring to requeen the old hive or to make splits. 
For those of you who would like to order queens go to the website and place your 
order. These will be Italian queens that come unmarked. Marked queens are not 
available.

The”hive” list serve has begun to wake up from its winter nap. More messages are 
flowing back and fourth on a variety of topics, remember this is our discussion board 
for all things related to beekeeping. When you reply to any one message your mes-
sage will go out to everyone. If you want to reply directly please check the address 
before you hit send. (I am guilty of this)!  Also remember not to go too far off topic 
or get into any type open disagreements where everyone can view. That tends to get 
members annoyed.



Saturday was a perfect day on the northwest coast. Rumor claims 
that all the elements come together only six days a year: warm 
enough to go coatless, clear enough to see the sky, dry enough you 
don’t dissolve. It was a perfect day to take apart my dead-outs and 
do some maintenance.

Late December, when I was assessing my losses, I closed up the 
dead hives to keep out local varmints. One loss that was par-
ticularly heart-wrenching was a hive I had built for a gorgeous 
swarm. I was out of equipment at the time, so I rigged a hive from 
miscellaneous parts and called it the drainfield hive, since that’s 
where it was.

Just before Christmas the cluster was the size of a baseball. I 
counted it as a dead-out because I knew it couldn’t possibly sur-
vive. But I didn’t seal the hive because even if they were doomed I 
wouldn’t deny their freedom. As the weeks went by, I totally forgot 
to go back and tape it shut.

January was cold and nasty. The ice storm dropped two sixty-foot 
trees within inches of that hive, one on either side of it. Snow piled 
on its roof and blocked the landing board but I did nothing. After 
all, the hive was dead.

Fast forward to last weekend. The sky was bright and cloudless. 
The occasional whiff of woodsmoke reminded me it was still cold, 
but the sun felt like warm toast on my cheek. Trillium and skunk 

cabbage sparkled beside the stream where a fingerling made a 
splish-splat in the riffles. A steller’s jay glinted blue and metal-
lic in a nearby cedar. All around, things croaked and twittered 

and cawed.

As I approached the drainfield I saw honey bees coming and 
going with determination etched on their faces. I immediately 
chastised myself for not locking down the hive—no doubt these 
were robbers, looting for all they were worth.

I threw off the lid to have a look, muttering all the while about 
beekeeper incompetence. But, to my utter astonishment, I found 
not comb rent asunder by robber bees but a basketball-sized clus-
ter covering four frames of brood! Whoa! How the heck did that 
happen? How could it happen?

Needless to say, I am elated but still a bit nonplussed. It seems 
impossible that a cup of bees could morph into a full-size cluster 
in spite of rain and snow and ice and wind and cold and falling 
trees and beekeeper abandonment. But it did. It proves we never 
know it all. It proves nature always has the last word. It proves we 
should never give up . . . or give in. It proves that honey bees rock.
Article Source: http://www.honeybeesuite.com/the-dead-hive-that-isn’t/

The 
dead 
hive  
that isn’t

Package 
Honeybees 
Available
The NRVBA has secured 200, 3 pound packages of 

Italian Honeybees this year. (With young queen)

Prices are as follows:
Members price: cash $75.00, Credit card $79.00 
Non-members price: cash $85.00, Credit card $89.00
Credit card sales go through the NRVBA website (NRV-

BA.org) 
Cash/check sales are sent to the treasurer, check made 

out to the NRVBA. 

Cash sales also available at the 
meetings.

Only 50 packages left as of 
this writing, next available 
packages are May 6th

New Italian 
Queens 
are available
If you need or want a new queen this spring. Well 
your in luck. Along with the package bees we can now 
order queens. Sorry they are not marked.

Queen price is $ 21.00 per and will be delivered on 
April 21 with the packages.



By Contributing writer Holly Scoggins

The Bee-friendly Garden.

Planning the Garden: 

Sun or Shade?
Now is a great time to plan for a new (or addi-
tions to the) bee-friendly garden.  Where is the 
best site?  As you’ve probably observed, most of 
our honeybee’s favorite plants thrive in full sun.   
Conversely, few shade-tolerant plants have much 
to offer the bees. Thus, a shady urban lot can be 
a challenge.  Consider limbing-up or thinning 
branches of overstory trees (please consult a pro-
fessional arborist!).  Growing flowering plants in 
the deep shade from overgrown conifers can be 
virtually impossible.  Note many trees also have 
very shallow root systems that can extend well 
beyond the drip line (perimeter of branches), 
competing with shrubs and perennials for water 
and nutrients.  The farther away one can plant 
from mature trees, the better. 
Plants are typically described as “preferring” full 
sun, part sun, part shade, or full shade, whether 
in a reference, catalog, or on the tag that comes 
with it.  Most agree that full sun equals 6 or more 
hours of direct sunlight per day, part sun (or part 
shade) around 4 to 6 hours of sunlight; ideally in 
morning or late afternoon, with shade through 
the hottest part of the afternoon.  Full shade 
means less than 4 hours of direct sunlight; again, 
morning or late afternoon sun is usually fine. 
Geography (especially latitude and elevation) 
also matters: the hotter the summer, the more 
shade is tolerated. These are simply guidelines, 
not rules; many plants are tolerant of a much 
wider range of conditions than their labels give 
them credit for!   We’ll discuss some strategies 
and plant selections for both sunny and shadier 
gardens in upcoming columns. 

Caryopteris is a late-summer favorite of all bees that 
does well in either sun or part shade.
Photo Credit: H.L. Scoggins

May 4th Garden 
Day at Shawsville 
Library
This year the NRVBA will be a 
part of the Shawsville Garden 
days event. The NRVBA will have a table,  honeybee 
display and observation hive tto promoote local bee-
keeping. The event is from 9:00 am till 1pm. Bring your 
honey and other bee related items to sell. 



Join the NRVBA and 
co-sponsor the YMCA 
at Virginia Tech on May 
7 for an evening work-
shop with nationally-

known beekeeping author and educator, Dr. Larry 
Connor.
Connor is author of several books on beekeep-

ing, including “Increase Essentials” and “Queen 
Rearing Essentials.” He travels the country giving 
workshops, lectures and master classes to beekeep-
ers who want to expand their apiary operations, or 
just protect themselves against hive losses.

The workshop begins at 4:30 p.m. with a field ses-
sion at the 5-acre Hale–YMCA Community Gar-
den off Maywood Street in Blacksburg, and contin-
ues nearby with a potluck dinner and lecture with 
Connor. Click for Google map directions.

Cost is $30 for NRVBA members and $35 for 
nonmembers. Register on the NRVBA website.

Questions? Contact NRVBA Program Director 
Tonia Moxley.

The idea that small-cell foundation 
may limit the reproduction of Var-
roa mites resurfaces frequently. How-
ever, carefully controlled research has 
shown that mites may actually increase 
on small cell foundation. A carefully re-
searched paper on the subject by Berry, 
Owens, and Delaplane was recently 
published in the journal Apidologie and 
can be downloaded at http://www.ent.
uga.edu/bees/documents/m08138.pdf
In the states, small-cell foundation has 
cells that are 4.9 mm wide and standard 
foundation has cells that are 5.3 mm 
wide. But what we now call “small cell” 
was actually the natural cell size back 
in the early 1900s. At that time bee 
breeders thought that they could im-
prove on honey bees by growing bigger 
bees that would produce more honey.
They created these beasts by manu-

facturing foundation with larger cells. 
Sure enough, in not too many genera-
tions, the bee larvae filled the cells and 
the resulting adult bees were bigger. We 
are still using these “big bees” today.
Then in 1995 some scientists no-
ticed that Africanized bees—which 
are slightly smaller than European 
bees—had lower mite counts. So the 
idea was born that the natural (small-
er) cell size might impede the growth 
of Varroa mites. This idea was sup-
ported by earlier research that showed 
that when immature male mites 
are squeezed between the bee pu-
pae and the cell walls, they often die.
With this in mind, beekeepers start-
ed regressing their colonies. That is, 
they tried to do the opposite of what 
the beekeepers in the early 1900s 
did: they provided smaller founda-

tion in the hope that male mites 
would get squeezed to death in the 
tight confines of the smaller cells.
But, just as bees on large foundation 
grow bigger, bees on small founda-
tion become smaller. So, in not too 
many generations, the male mites 
were no longer squished against 
the cell walls—and everything was 
just fine and dandy in mitedom.
This is not to say regressing to small 
cells is a bad thing. In fact, other re-
search shows that natural sized bees 
may be more efficient pollinators and 
more healthy in general. But don’t 
count on small cells to take care of your 
mite problem . . . it just won’t happen.

Article Source: Article Source: http://www.honeybeesuite.com/
the-dead-hive-that-isn’t/

Monday morning 

Myth:  

NRVBA Workshop: 

Increase your apiary with  
Dr. Larry Connor

small-cell  foundation  discourages 
Varroa mites.



The average worker bee produces about 
1/12th teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.

Minutes of the Meeting, February 14, 2013 
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

 (NRVBA) 

Submitted by Sam Price, Secretary

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Mark Chorba, 7:07 p.m.

Note: Mark’s Newsletter for Oct/Nov/Jan 
was emailed to members on 2/13/2013.

Note: Treasurer’s Report was emailed to 
members on 2/14/2013.

Mark’s first item of concern was to remind 
members that NRVBA is delinquent final-
izing the voting process for 2013. Nomi-
nations took place at the prior meeting: 
Richard Reid was nominated for President, 
Tonia Moxley for VP, with remaining of-
ficers (Jack Price, Treasurer and Sam Price, 
Secretary) agreeing to continue their roles. 
Tonia declined to serve as VP, said she’d 
prefer to learn more over the next year in 
her current position as Program Director. 
Richard Reid said he was content in his 
role as VP, and motioned to retain Mark 
Chorba as President. Mark accepted.

A vote was held and carried to retain the 
slate of officers for 2013 as follows:

President: Mark Chorba

Vice President: Richard Reid

Treasurer: Jack Price

Secretary: Sam Price

Tonia Moxley will remain program direc-
tor [end]

New members were asked to stand and 
introduce themselves; several did and were 
welcomed.

BEE PACKAGES: Two hundred (200) 
packages of bees have been ordered, for 
pickup on Sunday, April 21, 2013 – in 
the parking lot of Montgomery County 
Health and Human Services building 
(where we hold our meetings), 210 Pepper 
Street, Christiansburg 24073. Members 
may reserve and pay for packages online 
by credit card at http://www.nrvba.org, 
at a meeting for check or cash, or mail a 
check to the treasurer, Jack Price, at 3800 
Buffalo Mountain Road, Willis, VA 24380. 
Additional questions can be directed to 
Jerry Borger, [edited] twoltcols@verizon.
net. [end]

2013 BEGINNING BEEKEEPER CLASS: 
I have heard this was the best class by the 
NRVBA, conducted two days, with our 
members as instructors. Fifty students 
attended the first class on 2/02/2013. 
Reviews from participants described it as 
having flowed smoothly, well attended and 
appreciated. A second class will include 
tour of a VT apiary/bee lab, real hands-on 
activity for all, with participation by staff 
from the VT Entomology/Apiary Depart-
ment.

MASTER BEEKEEPING CLASS: The 
second part of the class will be scheduled 
when the weather gets a little warmer.

QUEEN REARING CLASS: Mark Chorba 
is keeping in contact with Dr. Fell to get 
this class scheduled.

MANN LAKE: This is a beekeeping equip-
ment and supplies company. Watch for 
information from them; current catalogs 
are on the way via USPS.

GUEST SPEAKER: KEITH TIGNOR, 
Virginia State Apiarist, US Department of 
Agriculture. Keith will outline and explain 
parameters of the VIRGINIA HONEYBEE 
GRANT PROGRAM.

Keith complimented the serving officers, 
said he knew of folks who’d been presi-
dents of associations for 25 or so years! 
He touched on rising prices for bees, nucs, 
equipment, handing out new catalogs from 
Brushy Mountain Bee Farm and Dadant 
and Sons.

The UVA Sorensen Institute presented an 
opportunity for new students to develop 
leadership skills. Students were assigned 
(or selected) a project. One group sat down 
with beekeepers in their area, spoke with 
other by phone, etc., to help them figure 
out a way to help beekeepers continue 
keeping bees – because of the importance 
of bees to pollination. The group visited 
Keith Tignor, who asked “What is the im-
portance of honeybees?” Many answered 
“honey.” A member of the third group said 
“pollination.” Student came up with the 
idea to solicit senators and representative, 
who recommended various amount grants 
($200 and up) be given to beekeepers for 

the cost and effort they invest in keeping 
bees.

Keith reported that Virginia now has at 
least 40 local beekeeping groups, who 
meet to discuss beekeeping. In years past, 
Keith could visit each of these groups once 
every two years. Overloaded now with the 
increased numbers of beekeeping associa-
tions, he has included the VDACS bee 
inspectors to participate visiting beekeep-
ing organizations.

Note: Keith provided a handout relating to 
his presentation. It will be posted on http://
www.nrvba.org tomorrow by Jack Price. 
Please refer to the document for more 
detailed information about the grant.

Legislators introduced a bill to the house 
and senate side, and the tax credit turned 
into a grant: $200 per new hive, up to 
$2400 each new beekeeper. USDA now 
has a registration program for beekeepers 
in Virginia. Do go to the site and sign up! 
Virginia Pollinator is NOT a registration. 
The web site is an opportunity to be listed, 
so farmers can contact beekeepers for 
pollination. If you get to Richmond, stop 
and attend a meeting. They are obliged to 
take applications, but don’t know if there 
will be money to institute the grant. A 
myriad number of complications delayed 
announcement of the grant. Please refer 
to Keith’s notes on the subject to get the 
whole picture. (See online at http://www.
nrvba.org)

Keith’s advice is to sign up. IF money 
becomes available, it will be distributed in 
the order applications are received. There 
are a number of rules. The grant is taxable, 
and an IRS Form W9 is required to be 
filed. Go to: http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/
plant^pest/hivegrant.shtml.

RAFFLE: Several very nice beekeeping 
items were raffled near the close of the 
meeting.

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was ad-
journed about 9:45 p.m.

 


