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Membership in the NRVBA is 10.00 
per member, $15 per family for the  

calendar year. Dues may be paid 
online by c/c also, at www.nrvba.

org.   To pay check by mail - send to 
our treasurer, Jack Price, 3800 Buf-

falo Mtn. Rd., Willis, VA 24380. 

NRVBA newsletter published 
monthly for the membership. 

Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at the 

Christiansburg Health and Human 
Services Building, 210 Pepper Street 

S. Christiansburg, VA 24073

Meeting time  7:00pm

Questions or comments can be sent 
to marco@vt.edu.

August 2
Michael Bush from Bush Bee Farms. Location to be determined

August 30
Glenn Lynn Labor day Weekend event

NRVBA August Summer Bee Ball

This year will go down as the year of swarms. It all started in April and continued 
to the end of May. I heard of swarms appearing almost every day.  Bees seems to be 
found all over SW Virginia, from Gaylax to Goode, I had calls come in. Half were 
swarms the other half were bees that had already made a home in some ones wall or 
ceiling. I hope you all caught your fair share!

This month is a busy month as well we have several new business items to discuss. 
Michael Bush from Bush Bee farms will be in the area this summer and we plan to 
host him for a talk about bees at Virginia Tech.  Plans for this are developing. A few 
organizations have requested the NRVBA to have a display table and discuss honey-
bees at their events this summer. The annual NRVBA “Bee Ball” will be discussed. 
Several new alternative sites have been sent to me, so we will discuss the options.

This Month Featured Speaker  is Alison Reeves a graduate student at Virginia Tech, 
studying with Dr. Anderson and Dr. Fell. Her research focuses on honey bee health 
and pesticide exposures. Using the data She collect, making health threshold levels 
to assist beekeepers in hive management. This should be a very good presentation to 
attend for the good of your bees.

I have gotten no response or interest in the Dublin fair event as to date. This is a 
week long event that would need 4-6 people a day to attend in the middle of the day 
as well.. we voted to attend but no one has mentioned a word about it. This tells me 
that there is no REAL interest in putting on this display. So I will move to dismiss 
this event.

Last months talk about swarm traps provided some useful information, mainly the 
size preferred for swarms. I have been using eight frame box for a trap with no suc-
cess.. so after the last meeting I took it down and put up one that would accommo-
date ten frames and a bit more room... a week later a swarm was found in the box.. so 
size does matter after all!

 This month Dr. Fell is producing many queen cells from the VT apiaries and is 
using a nice Carniolian Breeder queen that Arnold Rampy has purchased. These are 
fine queens that can be used to requeen those packages, make splits or just to have on 
hand, “just in case” I will offer them through “the hive”.



The Bee-friendly Garden:  

Sourwood (Oxydendrum 
arboreum) is in the 
Ericaceae - the same family 
as Rhododendron and 
Kalmia latifolia (mountain 
laurel). Like their brethren, 
sourwood thrives in really 
well-drained, acidic, gravelly 
soils as found on woodland 
ridges throughout the 

Appalachians.  Their range 
spreads along and east of the Mississippi from 

North Florida to Long Island (!), though the largest populations 
are concentrated in the piedmont and mountain areas of the 
Southeastern and Mid-Atlantic states. They seem to have a special 
affection for slopes, including logging road cuts and high stream 
banks.  They will NOT thrive in heavy clay soils – even normal 
garden soils can be a challenge (good drainage is a must).  Some of 
the densest stands I’ve seen are along the logging/Forestry roads 
on Merrimac and John’s Creek Trail. Seedlings were 
thick as the hair on your head.

The large, oval leaves are glossy green, very lovely in 
spring and summer, that turn bright crimson in fall.  
But what we’re most interested in is the mid-summer 
panicles of urn-shaped, nectar-filled ivory flowers that 
honey bees and beekeepers go absolutely wild for.  True 
sourwood honey is one of the highest-value monofloral 
honeys out there. 

However, you will not find Sourwood at your local home 
improvement store; probably not at the independent 
garden center, either. Like some other under-utilized 
native trees such as hickory and sassafras, sourwood is a 
challenge for commercial nursery growers. Only specialty 
nurseries seem to have success, and then the plants are very 
expensive.  Once germinated, it rapidly forms a taproot (as 
opposed to the fibrous root system of, say, a maple).  Shoot 
growth is very slow, often with no true leader (main stem), giving 
the plant a haphazard, “Charlie Brown’s Christmas Tree” look.  In 
the wild, a very shallow fibrous root system will spread from the 
tap root – this is often injured at transplanting, resulting in death 
of the tree.    If you’d like to give transplanting a seedling a try, dig 
deep and twice as wide as you think you need to; try not to disturb 
the root ball. Replant in very well-drained soil at the same depth – 
don’t bury the oxygen-hungry roots, and don’t over-mulch, either.  
Water deeply but infrequently (they don’t like soggy soils) and keep 
your fingers crossed!  

Featured writer; Holly Scoggins

Sourwood - Oxydendrum arboreum



 

Minutes of the Meeting, May 12, 2012 
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

 (NRVBA) 
NRVBA President Mark Chorba called the meeting called to order at 7:01 p.m.

35 members in attendance.

Ther was no one available to take the minutes of the last 
meeting so we will not have them to post here this month.

A swarm in May is 
worth a load of hay

A swarm in June is 
worth a silver spoon

A swarm in July is 
not worth a fly

 

1/8” screen wire
Good for all your beekkping needs, $3.50/linial foot 
(1’x4’)
Contact Mark Chorba, marco@vt.edu 204-6882

Beekeeping Equipment
Contact  Patty Kitchin. pkitchin@vt.edu
I’m selling my bee equipment. I collected a lot of stuff 
from an old bee farmer and I want to sell it as one lot, 
includes extractor, warmer, lots of boxes, frames, wax, 
solar charger, misc. equipment and 2 colonies. I’m 
asking $1200 for all of it.  

NRVBA 
Classifieds

1:1 Syrup
 1:1, or One-to-One syrup can be used for supplemental spring 

feeding and encourage the drawing of comb.
 1 part (by weight) sugar
 1 part (by weight) water

2:1 Syrup
 2:1, or Two-to-One syrup can be used for fall feeding after 

the last honey harvest, or if the bees do not have a sufficiently 
large store of honey.

 2 parts (by weight) sugar
 1 part (by weight) water

1:2 Syrup
 1:2, or One-to-Two syrup can be used to stimulate brood rear-

ing by simulating a nectar flow.
 1 part (by weight) sugar
 2 parts (by weight) water
 Simply mix the sugar with room temperature water and feed 

the bees.

Sugar Syrup mixtures defined

Queen Cells Available.
The NRVBA will have available ripe ( going to 
hatch the next day) queen cells from a superior 
Carniolian queen. These quen cells will be offered 
through “the hive” for member and other beekeep-
ers to requeen their hives, make new splits or just 

have on hand “just in case” the queens are disease free and of the best quality.  
Queens will be available on a limited quantity and notifications will be given 
throuth “the hive” . The cost for the cell is free... yes I said free..but there will 
be a charge for the service. members are $6.00 non members will be $7.00. 
Pick up for the cells will be in Blacksburg.

Contact: Mark Chorba
540-204-6882 or email marco@v.edu



 With the past swarm season winding down , many 
question have come to in about swarming. Members 
are still seeing their bees swarm out and leave them . 
Why they ask? After they have made splits and given 
room to alleviate overcrowding..

This year honeybee colonies have grown at astound-
ing rates, the favorable warm weather and large nectar 
flows has allowed the colonies to increase faster and 
larger that in past years.  Nucs that were  purchased in 
April have already built up into double deeps and five 
supers, and still the hive is overcrowded.  

When purchasing a nuc, you never know the real 
age of the queen. So assume that this is a year old, or 
older queen and proceed accordingly. 

Controlling them from swarming starts by first 
expanding the nuc into a full hive body and keeping 
them there till they have filled out the ten frames with 
mostly brood. Then add a second deep but staggering 
the empty frames of foundation with frames of brood, 
this double stack/checkerboard layout breaks up the 
brood chamber and gives all the nurse bees space to 
draw comb.  Once the double deeps are completely 
drawn out, supers are added.

Some supers may have dry comb others with foun-
dation or just starter strips of wax. During a major 
nectar flow the bees will move up and fill the supers 
with drawn wax and nectar. 

When the colony expands rapidly and begins to be 
found above the inner cover or front opening en mas 
the beekeeper can make a split. 
•  Removing the old queen
•  Take out five frames of open brood with clinging bees
•  Pack it full of nurse bees. by shaking off 2-3 frames of 

bees from brood comb.
• Leave the split near by and let the field bees go back 

“home”. 

This procedure will 
alleviating the congestion in the brood 
chamber, and remove the old queen. Thus eliminating 
the urge to swarm.

 Then introduce either a ripe queen cell, a virgin 
queen or a mated queen to head up the parent colony. 
The delay in egg laying will also allow more bees to 
emerge and create additional space for the new queen 
to lay in.

 The bonus is you have stopped the swarm urge in 
the parent colony, and still kept the work force needed 
to bring in all the nectar /honey and added a new split 
to increase your colonies.

Proper management of new and existing hives can 
prevent swarming but dedication to the effort must be 
priority.  Recognizing colony strength and knowing 
proper swarm prevention is the key.

Stop my bees from SWARMING! please..



 (Vespa mandarinia)

The Asian giant hornet is a relentless hunter 
that preys on other large insects, such as bees, 
other hornet species, and mantises.

An Asian giant hornet feeding on a mantis.
The hornets often attack honey bee hives 

with the goal of obtaining the honey bee 
larvae. A single scout, sometimes two or three, 
will cautiously approach the nest, giving off 
pheromones which will lead the other hornets 
to the hive’s location.

The hornets can devastate a colony of 
honey bees: a single hornet can kill as many 
as 40 honey bees per minute thanks to its 
large mandibles which can quickly strike 
and decapitate a bee. It takes only a few of 
these hornets a few hours to exterminate the 
population of a 30,000-member hive, leaving a 
trail of severed insect heads and limbs.

Beekeepers in Japan attempted to introduce 
European honey bees Apis mellifera in order 
to increase productivity. European honeybees, 
however, have no natural defense against the 
hornet and the colonies are rapidly destroyed.
[10] They have small stings which do little 
damage to hornets that are five times their 
size and twenty times their weight. The 
honey bees make futile solo attacks without 
mounting a collective defense, and are easily 
killed individually by the hornets. Once a hive 
is emptied of all defending bees, the hornets 
feed on the honey and carry the larvae back to 
feed to their own larvae. The hornets can fly 
up to 100 kilometres (62 mi) in a single day, at 
speeds of up to 40 km/h (25 mph)[11]

Adult hornets cannot digest solid protein, 
so the hornets do not eat their prey, but chew 
them into a paste and feed them to their 
larvae. The larvae produce a clear liquid, 
vespa amino acid mixture, which the adults 
consume; larvae of social vespids produce 
these secretions, the exact amino acid 
composition varying considerably among 
species.[12] The passing of nutrition to adult 
wasps by larvae is widespread in these wasps, 
and not restricted to the genus Vespa.

The Asian  
Giant Hornet 

Beehive Grant Program
The 2012 session of the Virginia General Assembly passed 
legislation establishing the Beehive Grant Fund in an effort to 
address the loss of honey bees in the Commonwealth.  Begin-
ning January 1, 2013, money from the Beehive Grant Fund will 
be available to assist Virginia beekeepers in establishing new 
beehives. Funding for the grant originates from appropriations 
in the State Budget and any gifts, grants, or donations from 
public or private sources. Grants will be awarded in the amount 
of $200 per new hive, not to exceed $2,400 per individual per 
year. The funds are available for the purchase of a new beehive 
or construction of a new beehive. Grants will be issued in the 
order that each completed eligible application is received. In the 
event that the amount of eligible grants requested in a fiscal year 
exceeds the funds available in the Beehive Grant Fund, such 
grants shall be paid in the next fiscal year in which funds are 
available.

 The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Ser-
vices (VDACS) is in the process of developing general require-
ments for individuals to qualify for the grant program. The 
registration process is likewise being developed and will be 
available prior to the January 1, 2013 start date. Individuals 
applying for the Beehive Grant will be required to register with 
VDACS.  Grant applications and registration information will 
be posted on the Apiary Inspection webpage as they become 
available. Anyone interested in making donations to the Beehive 
Grant Fund should contact the Office of Plant Industry Services.

For additional information contact the Virginia State Apiarist at:
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
Office of Plant Industry Services
P.O. Box 1163
Richmond, VA 23218
Telephone: 804.786.3515
Email: VABees@vdacs.virginia.gov


