
A Message from the President

Upcoming events
February 16  
Master Beekeepers Program, the Qualified level.
7:00-8:45 pm at Price Hall, Virginia Tech 
Learn the basic biology, organization and equipment necessary for successful beekeeping. Topics 
covered will also be yearly management, diseases and pest of honeybees, and hive inspection.  
Instructor: Dr. Richard Fell

February 23  
Master Beekeeper Program, of the Qualified level (continued)
7:00-8:45 pm at Price Hall, Virginia Tech 
This session will be the continuation of the Qualified level.  Topics will expand on yearly manage-
ment, diseases and pest of the honeybee,  and hive inspection and manipulation.
Instructor: Dr. Richard Fell

Queen Rearing Course (to be determined)
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N e w  R i v e r  V a l l e y 

Beekeepers  Assoc ia t ion

This year’s Beginner Beekeeping Course was held January 28th at Price Hall, Vir-
ginia Tech.   The class was well attended by over fity prospective new beekeepers.   A 
number of NRVBA volunteers helped coordinate the event, present the materials and 
oversee another successful NRVBA event.   I want to thank all of those who helped 
out this year, and special thanks to Dr. Richard Fell for allowing us use his classroom 
at Price Hall.

For the February 9th meeting, I would like to change the format of our meetings 
a bit by starting each meeting with an informative session on what we all need to 
be doing with our hives and bees each month, including a general review of what to 
expect, what to do, and where to get help if needed.   I encourage member participa-
tion – bring your ideas, and experiences, and share them with the membership.  Then 
proceed with the official meeting procedures as stated in the bylaws.

This months speaker Brian Kreowski, our local VDACS inspector will give a talk 
on existing regulations and new regulations in beekeeping.   We will also have our 
monthly beekeeper raffle and beekeeping supply catalogs from Dadant and Brushy 
Mountain will be available.

As I mentioned last month, we as an association have tremendous buying power 
when it comes to beekeeping equipment.   We can buy items in bulk at a considerable 
savings.   I have contacted Dadant, Brushy Mountain and Miller Bee Supply. They al-
ready have bulk prices and are very willing to work with us.   Keep this in mind when 
the next meeting comes up. We can decide what you all want to have on hand, be it 
hive bodies, supers, frames, etc.

This season the Association has reserved a shipment of three-pound packages of 
bees, with young mated queens, from Dadant.   Delivery date will be April 17th.   See 
the website for ordering details.  
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Membership in the NRVBA is 10.00 
per member, $15 per family for the  

calendar year. Dues may be paid 
online by c/c also, at www.nrvba.

org.   To pay check by mail - send to 
our treasurer, Jack Price, 3800 Buf-

falo Mtn. Rd., Willis, VA 24380. 

NRVBA newsletter published mon-
thy for the membership. 

Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at the 

Christiansburg Health and Human 
Services Building, 210 Pepper Street 

S. Christiansburg, VA 24073

Meeting time  7:00pm

Questions or comments can be sent 
to marco@vt.edu.



Spring Packages available NOW!
3 pound Package of Italian Bees with young mated queen are avail-

able to the membership this year.  The Association has secured an or-
der from Dadant for packages to be delivered to the NRV on April 
17th. Pick up will be at the meeting location. Time of arrival has not 
been determined as of this writing but will be listed on subsequent 
newsletters as the time gets closer. Please check the website for on-line 
credit card orders for $76.00 (credit card fees included) or send in a 
check written out to NRVBA for $72.00 per package at the address 
listed below. Reserve your bees before the spring bee rush.

Jack Price 
3800 Buffalo Mountain RD. SW
Willis VA 24380
540-745-3411

So what is a Bee to do?
Here we are in the middle of winter... and 

its feels like spring.. so it’s a perfect opportu-
nity to check those bees for food stores. Don’t 
let your bees get caught without food close to the cluster or you will find your 
bees have starved come March. 

The queen has already begun to lay her eggs and the bees will not abandon 
the new generation. When the temperatures drop below 50˚F the bees cluster 
and will not be able to forage for needed food to feed the young. If there is no 
food close by for them to expand into they will starve. 

I hear every year from members that their bees died from the cold. Well... 
Studies have found that healthy colonies of bees can be taken to below zero for 
extended periods of time and will survive as long as they have food. 

Pollen Patties available 
through the NRVBA
We do have on hand several cases of 
pollen patties and they will be offered 
at the meetings  for $2.25 each. Buy as 
many as you need. If you cannot make 
it to a meeting call any of the officers 
and they will get them to you.  

Is this winter, or 
what?

With the warm un-winter like 
weather we are experiencing 
I have been watching the bees 
come out and fly around. I have 
seen some bringing back pol-
len. The maples in my area have 
their buds on them and I am 
guessing the bees are gathering 
the first available pollen from 
them. The willows have some 
buds slightly opened as well. The 
Bluebirds have begun to return 
and the song sparrow is singing 
his morning song. Reports are 
in that even Robins have been 
sighted in the area. 

The real sure sign is that the old 
groundhog up in Pennsylvania 
has seen his shadow! Spring is 
just 6 weeks away.. its official!

Send in your stories 
And photos of your hive, car-
toons, and any honeybees relat-
ed materialfor the next newslet-
ter. I would like to have images 
of you and your bees and any 
bee related stories you wish to 
contribute.  All newsletter ma-
terial can be sent to marco@
vt.edu. Images should be jpg 
and medium resolution 150 
dpi. stories should be in micro-
sot word  (.docx)

A nice winter cluster of bees on a warmer day 
in January.



The meeting was opened by Mark Chorba. 
New officers were announced:

President: MARK CHORBA; Vice Presi-
dent: RICHARD REID; Treasurer: JACK 
PRICE; Secretary: SAM PRICE 

Treasurer’s Report:  
Jack Price reports there is $44.00 cash in 
the bag,  $2,629.96 in the bank, for total 
of $2673.96.   We have $1478.00 in receivables 
-- not yet received from recent credit 
card transactions.

BEE PACKAGES:  
The prior discussion of bee packages from 
N. C. did not work out. 

150 bee packages have been ordered from 
Dadant; they are coming from Georgia.  
Delivery is estimated to be April 17th.   If 
there is need, additional packages may be 
ordered for delivery at the end of April 
and on May 11th, also thru Dadant.

NUCS: 
Mark Chorba will NOT be selling nucs 
this year, nor is Dave Knight.   Karl 
Hunter may have nucs available; he was 
not at the meeting.  

QUEEN RAISING COURSE: 
Dr. Rick Fell is interested in giving a 
Queen Raising Course in 2012.   No one is 
raising nucs.  There is a limited source 
of queens in our area at this time.   If 
interested in attending a Queen Course, 
watch the website for more information 
on this subject.   Mark discussed making 
queen cells available to members.

SO YOU WANT TO BE A BEEKEEPER 
SESSIONS AT LOCAL LIBRARIES: 
Clem Von Claparede and Sam/Jack Price 
will present at Floyd Library , 1/14/12, 1:30 
p.m.    
Dave Knight will make the presenta-
tion at Radford Library. A meeting at 
Shawsville Library signed up two. 
Mark Chorba presented at Hahn Horti-
cultural Gardens, 25 came, a few joined 
and/or signed up for bees.

HAHN HORTICULTURAL GARDENS 
invited NRVBA to hold a regular meet-
ing at their facility sometime this year.  
Mark will follow up in response to this 
invitation.  

MASTER BEEKEEPING COURSE: 
Doctor Rick Fell has generously offered 
to teach the qualification part of the 
Master Beekeeping Course on Thursday 
evening, once a week, 1-2 hours.  After 
the third or fourth week, we can take 
the test to become qualified.   He would 
like everyone to take the intermediate 

class, then take the 2nd level, then the 
more in-depth Master level.   Dr. Fell 
hopes to establish a good well of Certi-
fied and Master Beekeepers from Virginia 
Tech, to be available to the public for 
advice, etc.   A course syllabus is avail-
able online from MAAREC.com   

Mark Chorba announced that he hopes 
to begin a monthly newsletter, starting 
next month (Feb 2012).  He welcomes sto-
ries, biographies, etc.   Send your contri-
butions to:   marco@vt.edu.  Newsletter 
contents will include discussion on what 
you should be doing for/with your bees 
at appropriate times during the year, as a 
quick reference to members.  Watch for 
the newsletter and more information 
on these opportunities on our website:   
www.nrvba.org   

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE DOING 
NOW: 
This is a crucial time for bees.   Warm 
weather causes stores to be used up more 
quickly.   If food is needed, boil sugar 
syrup at 240 degrees, add vinegar, to make 
a hard candy.  Put the hardened candy 
over top of bees, resting on frames.  This 
will sustain them all the way into spring 
– and there will be no sugar water drip-
ping on the the bees!

Temperature should be 50 degrees or 
higher before you open a hive.  Take a 
look in.  If they have no food near by 
A quick Fix is to give them granulated 
sugar. Food should be within 1 inch of 
the bees or less.   (This is a good solution 
in a quick fix, but you need to get higher 
protein food in the hive.)  Put pollen pat-
ties in now and supplemental food – to 
allow for good buildup of bees. 
Mountain Camp Method:   lay newspa-
per down over the cluster or top inner 
cover. Put sugar in a horseshoe shape, as 
much as 3/8” deep, flattened out.

Q & A:   Following are answers to ques-
tions asked:

On Rotating hive bodies in the spring. Do 
NOT rotate 2nd deep down until the top 
deep is 2/3 full of brood.

If outer frames have honey and frames 
closer to the queen/cluster do not, move 
those with honey next to the cluster.  
DO NOT BREAK UP A CLUSTER!!  

Mites:   Thymol gel, Api-Life Var will 
take care of mites.   NRVBA has bought 
Mite-Away Quick Strips (check with Jerry 
– twoltcols@verizon.net -- used it last 
fall and mite count fell way down in 
about three weeks.

Mark did have EFB (European foul 
brood).   Brian Kreowski (bee inspector) 
checked for AFB (American foul brood); 
said it was not AFB, it was EFB. EFB is 
caused by stress. Stress is from lack of 
food, too cool temperatures, distur-
bance of the cluster and/or parasite 
infestations. EFB is treatable but can 
still over-run a colony. 
With EFB, bees are erratic, disoriented, 
spotty brood pattern, larvae turn yel-
low/brown and have died –larvae are 
dead in cell and streached out,the dead 
larvae comes out in a single glob.   With 
AFB – slimey, sticky, stinky mess. Dead 
larvae do not come out of the cell but 
tend to stick and have a ropie consis-
tency when trying to remove them.  THE 
Causes of AFB are contamination from 
used equipment previously contaminated 
with AFB spores, poor hygiene within the 
hive. Contaminated food from out side 
sources that holds contaminated spores.

MOISURE IN HIVES:   Jerry Borger 
built condensation chamers of tin, so 
condensation will roll down a gutter 
and drip off a curl at the end.  This is 
placed inside the cover, and used poly-
ester fiber 1” thick     Jerry wrapped hive 
in black cloth used for weed guard in 
landscaping, with cut out for entrance; 
provided minimal warming.   Mark Chorba:  
Described peaked-roof hive with vent 
holes.   [We need a photo of this.]

Dave Knight:  NOTE:  Newspaper with 
sugar on it will also capture moisture;  
sprinkle newspaper with sugar, spray with 
water – place over brood cluster (on top 
of frames).

Dave Knight:   If you are selling honey, 
less than 250 gallons, it needs to be 
labeled stating that it has not been in-
spected by VDACS ( Virginia Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services) 
and along with a warning against feeding 
honey to children younger than 1 year 
old. If you sell without being inspected, 
every year you have to get a certificate 
you are in compliance, which says if you 
sell less than 250 gallons of honey and 
do NOT sell or produce other products, 
put a label on that says:  “Processed and 
prepared  Form must be filled out and 
sent to VCACS.   Dave Knight will post a 
link on Thehive.

RAFFLE:   Raffle tickets were sold for 
$1 each for some great beekeeping items.   
Five recipients were all smiles!

MEETING ADJOURNED:    The meeting 
was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.  

Sam Price, Secretary 

Minutes of the Meeting, January 12, 2012 
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

 (NRVBA)
MARK CHORBA, presiding    7:04 p.m.



Queen Rearing Course
I have spoken to Dr. Fell about having a honeybee queen rearing class again for all 

those members who would like to learn more about propagating their own queens. 
He has a very busy schedule and is willing to teach the class but probably not till the 
month of June. We will discuss this in more depth during the February meeting.

NRVBA Classifieds
Ths section will be used for any member that has any Honeybee 

related items that they would like to sell.  Items like tops, inner covers 
bottom boards, screen wire for bottom boards, hive bodies, frames 
and any other NEW equipment.   Used equipment such as hives or 
their components need to be inspected before listing. Nucs, pack-
ages and queens can be listed and those also need to be inspected by 
the regional state apairist. Please list the item(s) with your name and 
number for contact. 
 

Megabee Hard Candy formula  
(8% protein content)
For a 11.5 lb batch
7 Lb Sugar
1.5 Lb HFCS
1Lb Water
2 Lb MegaBee powder
Bring sugar, water and HFCS to a slow boil while stir-
ring until “Hard Ball” candy consistency is reached ~ 
255 to 265 degrees F. Take the candy off the heat and 
stir in MegaBee with a whisk. Pour mixture into a mold 
and allow to cool.

To make candy boards without HFCS replace the weight 
of HFCS with granular sugar or honey

CANDY BOARDS taken from http://www.
megabeediet.com/candy.html
Candy Boards have been used for years by beekeep-
ers to provide extra sugar to colonies throughout the 
winter. What we have done is simply add protein to 
the sugar at the end of cooking. It can be made into an 
entire cover that fits over the colony and will provide 
10 to 15 pounds of product or made into small pieces 
(like peanut brittle) that is put on the top bars, either 
under the inner cover or under the standard cover.

What is impressive about it is that it provides enough 
sugar and protein that it really boosts brood produc-
tion and it may be a solution to the hive beetle prob-

lems in the Southeast. Hive beetles eat patties like they 
are going out of style, but candy boards are more dif-
ficult for the beetles to hide their eggs under.

If you don’t want to use High Fructose Corn Syrup you 
can use honey or simply replace the HFCS with su-
crose.

The form for the candy boards fits on top of the colony 
(approx 20 1/4” X 16 1/4” - it is designed to fit exactly 
on the hive body - not telescope over) and the form 
should be two inches deep. This will hold approxi-
mately 15 lbs of candy board. The candy board lasts 
about a month. With the candy boards, no other feed-
ing is necessary - no syrup or patties.

Honeybees feeding on the Megabee candy board


