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Membership in the NRVBA is 10.00 
per member, $15 per family for the  

calendar year. Dues may be paid 
online by c/c also, at www.nrvba.

org.   To pay check by mail - send to 
our treasurer, Jack Price, 3800 Buf-

falo Mtn. Rd., Willis, VA 24380. 

NRVBA newsletter published 
monthly for the membership. 

Meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at the 

Christiansburg Health and Human 
Services Building, 210 Pepper Street 

S. Christiansburg, VA 24073

Meeting time  7:00pm

Questions or comments can be sent 
to marco@vt.edu.

April 21st or 22nd Package Bees
Pick up is scheduled for SUNDAY april 21 in the parking lot od the Christiansburg Health and 
Human Services building. (Meeting location)

May 4th Garden Day at Shawsville Library
This year the NRVBA will be a part of the Shawsville Garden days event. I will be there from 
9:00 am toll 1pm  with other members representing the NRVBA.

May 7th Increase your Apiary Workshop 
Larry Conner presents his workshop for increasing your apiary by splitting hives and building 
nucs. Seats are still available.

Cold weather, more snow, rain, icy roads, more snow.. will spring ever get here? 
We and our bees are all anticipating spring, officially it started last month. But no 
one informed Mother Nature.  In spite of the wacky weather our bees are busy. The 
queen is constantly laying eggs, but just enough for the existing bees to take care of. 
Slowly building up day after day more bees emerge to join the colony. Before long the 
hives will be overflowing with bees. And then what.. Yes... swarm season.. the days of 
free bees! Soon the calls will be coming in about swarms of bees in the trees, on the 
houses, in the outhouses, and more unusual places. 

This months speaker, our own Richard Reid, will tell us all the tricks he uses to 
catch those wild, and not so wild swarms that escape from trees and his neighbors 
apiary. If this year turns out like last year, the bees will be everywhere.  Richards 
methods of capturing swarms will be of interest to everyone. 

Another esteemed member, Holly Scoggins has prepared an informative mini-
presentation on bee-friendly plants to add to our gardens this spring. As you all 
know, Holly is the director of the Haun Horticulture Gardens at Virginia Tech and a 
contributing writer for this newsletter. The love of gardening, flowers and honeybees 
will be a treat for our members. 

Many Items are up for discussion this month, package bees coming in, meeting 
start times to be discussed,  Annual NRVBA Bee-Scholoship,  more old news and 
some new news. If member has any items they wish to address please forward those 
to me before the meeting this week.

The Monthly Bee raffle should be better that past months with more items that we 
all need! Smokers, feeders, frames and foundation.. and a 3# package of Bees!

So come on out and enjoy the presentations, the fellowship, the raffle and of course 
the bees!



New Italian 
Queens 
are STILL 
available
If you need or want a new queen 
this spring. Well your in luck. Along with 
the package bees we can now order queens. 
Sorry, they are not marked.

Queen price is $ 21.00 per and will be delivered on 
April 21 and 29th with the packages.

Check the website for ordering information. or call 
Mark @ 204-6882

Winter loss 

Survey
Many of you have seen the request on the list serve asking 
for your report of the winter losses this past year. This 
data is needed to accurately identify the overall losses 
experienced in Virginia. There are a number of questions 
that are asked about how you managed your hive and 
what treatment you used. Please try to fill out all of the 
questions accurately to the best of your knowledge. And 
no... no one is going to come knocking on your door to 
investigate you or your bees if you complete the survey.
As a FYI; here are the results of the past years surveys,

Year Ave Loss (%)
2001 35.6
2002 23.93
2003 44.3
2004 28.93
2005 34.95
2006 19.74
2007 31.86
2008 26.83
2009 34.24
2010 30.52
2011 33.7
2012 20.4

This years Summer Bee-Fest raffle will feature a 
fully constructed hive. Featuring a screened bot-
tom board, One deep brood box with frames with 
wired wax foundation, two medium supers and 
frames with wired wax foundation and a wooden top 
feeder, Wooden inner cover and wood/metal top 
telescoping cover. The equipment is from Brushy 
mountain so you know its is a quality materials! 
This will be the grand raffle item with many other 
items to be raffled off as well.

yes.. these bees in this hive died!

Installing 
package bees? 
Not sure of 
what to do? 

The advantage of being a 
member of the NRVBA is .. no, its not the 
cool stuff we raffle off at the meetings... Its the vast 
source of knowledgeable members we have in our 
ranks. If you ever have a question or a problem we are 
here to help, advise and assist you with your honeybee 
related questions and concerns. With over 200 pack-
ages of bees coming in this month someone will be 
uneasy in installing them. So don’t hesitate to call out 
for some help.  
The list serve we have is a great resource for new 
members to ask questions, read good advice and to 
participate in the network of beekeepers in our orga-
nization. Yea, sometimes it gets off track but we do 
monitor it and gently get it back on track once it goes 
astray.
If any member has a question concerning honeybees, 
please use this discussion board,  Answers can be 
made public or sent privately.  



By Contributing writer Holly Scoggins

May 4th Garden 
Day at Shawsville 
Library
This year the NRVBA will be a 
part of the Shawsville Garden 
days event. The NRVBA will have a table,  honeybee 
display and observation hive tto promoote local bee-
keeping. The event is from 9:00 am till 1pm. Bring your 
honey and other bee related items to sell. 

The Bee-friendly Garden.

Honeybees are essential for 
successful pollination and fruit 
production of members of the 
Prunus and Malus  genus, both 
in the Rose family (Rosaceae).  
But the flip side of the 
relationship is that these trees 
are marvelous sources of early 
spring pollen for brood rearing 
as well as a minor source of 
nectar for our bees.  Whether 
grown for fruit or as an 
ornamental, these small, yard-
friendly trees bring the flowers 
right when the hive is needing pollen. 

The Prunus genus includes cherry (sweet , 
sour, wild, black), apricot, plum (native and 
Asian), and chokecherry (native).  Malus 
includes apple and crabapple. 

Check out the tree section of your favorite 
garden center to find these trees. They’ll 
provide flowers when your bees most need 
them; fruit later is added bonus!

Cherry Blossoms -  
Beauty For Your Bees

Yoshino Cherry and  happy friend at Lewis Ginter Botanical 
Garden, Richmond, VA.  April 5, 2013.   
Photo Credit : Holly Scoggins



Join the NRVBA and co-sponsor the YMCA at 
Virginia Tech on May 7 for an evening workshop 
with nationally-known beekeeping author and ed-
ucator, Dr. Larry Connor.
Connor is author of several books on beekeep-

ing, including “Increase Essentials” and “Queen 
Rearing Essentials.” He travels the country giving 
workshops, lectures and master classes to beekeep-
ers who want to expand their apiary operations, or 
just protect themselves against hive losses.
The workshop begins at 4:30 p.m. with a field ses-

sion at the 5-acre Hale–YMCA Community Gar-
den off Maywood Street in Blacksburg, and contin-

ues nearby with a potluck 
dinner and lecture with 
Connor. Click for Google 
map directions.

Cost is $30 for NRVBA members and $35 for 
nonmembers. Register on the NRVBA website.

Questions? Contact NRVBA Program Director 
Tonia Moxley.

Only 17 seats available for this informative event.

NRVBA Workshop: 

Increase your apiary with  
Dr. Larry Connor

Seats still availabel 

Suggested Change of the 
Meeting Time:

Article VIII – Amendments
Section 1.     These by-laws may be 

amended by a two-thirds majority vote of (paid) members at 
any meeting of the Association, wherein the members shall have 
been given at least eight (8) days advance notice to the proposed 
change(s), and the proposed amendment(s) shall have been includ-
ed in the call for said meeting.
The membership is hereby given notice of the proposed change of the Bylaws to :

Eliminate the specified meeting time. 

Article IV section 2 This states: Unless changed by the Board of Directors, 
regular meetings of the Association shall be monthly except as provided for in the 
next section. Meetings will be held on the 2nd Thursday of each month, commencing 
at 7:00 p.m.

To eliminate “commencing at 7:00 pm”.

A proposed change to begin the meeting at 6:30 was agreed upon by 
the membership at the last meeting. This notice is the formal propo-
sition to change the Bylaws to take out the meeting starting time.

The proposed change to the Article will allow the specified meeting 
start time to be eliminated. This will allow the board of directors to 
change the meeting time without having to change the bylaws in 
the future. The reason being, meeting sometime go past 9:00 pm, 
many members live out away from Christiansburg and it takes them 
45 minutes to an hour to drive home. This change would allow for 
Board of directors to change the meeting time to start the meeting 
earlier or later to fit the needs of the membership without having to 
vote on the matter at future meetings.

Further discussion will be addressed at the April meeting.

 

Strong Hive,  
Weak hive... How can I tell?
This question came to me recently and I tried to explain it but the 
person still had that “I don’t get it” look on their face. So I went out 
to my apiary and found a few perfect examples.  The top images 
shows a hive that made it through the winter but just barely ... note 
the remains of the pollen patty.

The second images is a hive that made it through the winter with 
flying colors.. since this is only the bottom half of the two deeps 

that they are in there were 
actually twice as many 
bees as you see in that im-
age... Why did one make it 
through and the other just 
limping along... Mite treat-
ments. 

This year I tried Api-life Var 
on some hives and left other 
hives with no treatment.

Both hives were strong 
going into the winter. Both 
were in double deeps with 
at least three medium 
supers of honey and both 
were just a few feet apart.

The results are obvious.. 
next year I am not doing 
any experiments. They all 
get treated in the fall.



The average worker bee produces about 
1/12th teaspoon of honey in her lifetime.

Minutes of the Meeting, March 14, 2013 
New River Valley Beekeepers Association 

 (NRVBA) 

Submitted by Sam Price, Secretary

Mark Chorba opened the meeting at 7:00 
p.m.

Mark first asked for updates on hives — 
some good, some bad, some gone. He 
reviewed tips on how to feed in the cold 
weather. Make sure your bees have food!!! 
Various approaches were discussed, with 
no real clear reason for losses, successes, 
etc.

Minutes for February were published in 
Mark’s newsletter; they were not read at the 
meeting.

Jack Price read and explained figures in 
the Treasurer’s report.

We talked about giving a $500 grant to new 
students working at VT Entomology Dept. 
“Old business” – subject will be revisited.

General discussion of the Membership 
Roster took place, discussed being “on” the 
roster or “off.” Options discussed were: (1) 
Have map online; (2) Have online roster; 
(3) Remove roster from web site and create 
new online roster and online map where 
each member has to opt in or out. If you 
opt in – you will not need a password for 
roster or map.

Richard Reid made a motion to eliminate 
the existing roster, create opt-in to be on it. 
Vote was called and passed.

Mark discussed starting the meeting at 
6:00 p.m., in response to motion by Jack 
Price, to make arrival time returning home 
earlier. Suggestion was made for 6:30 p.m. 
Mark will inquire if the Community Room 
is available for start at 6:30 p.m.

Richard made a motion to take time of the 
meeting out of the Bylaws. This recom-
mendation will be voted on next meeting.

FACEBOOK ~ TWITTER: Are mem-
bers interested in being part of these 
online social networks? WordPress secure 
site is provided by WP-ORG/Jack Price. 
WordPress will automatically connect to 
Facebook/Twitter to advertise association 
information which might be of interest. 
Twitter is public – but it can be used to 
have conversations, is used by businesses 
to publicize their business, etc. Millions 
are on Twitter worldwide. Facebook allows 
posting of links, information, photos, etc. 
There is no charge for Facebook. Jack sug-
gested a class at the next meeting; Tonia 
offered to present the class.

Mark is looking for someone to check 
folks in at the 2nd Bee Class on April 6, 
2013, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. There will be 
classroom instruction a.m., trip to the VT 
Apiary/Bee Lab p.m. Someone is needed 
to set up refreshments a bit before the class 
starts, manage lunch, stay to refresh coffee 
if needed, etc. Volunteers will benefit by 
hearing the presentation, and will get a free 
lunch. Several experienced beekeepers are 
needed to come along to help lead the tour 
and hive inspection at the apiary. Please 
email Jerry Borger to volunteer: twoltcols@
verizon.net

[SOLD OUT] Bee Packages: Forty pack-
ages were still available (on 3/14/13). 
Queens are $21, available thru our web 
site: http://www.nrvba.org Delivery of 
bee packages with will be after noon on 
Sunday, 21 April 2013. Jerry will send out 
an update email reminder to all who have 
ordered packages. Mark your calendar and 
plan to pick up your bees in a timely man-
ner. Jerry Borger plans to stay if necessary 
until 5:00 p.m. IF YOU FAIL TO COME, 
JERRY WILL STORE YOUR PACKAGE 
AT A RATE OF $5.00/DAY, UNTIL YOU 

ARRANGE TO PICK THEM UP.

New members were introduced: Deana 
Marion (who Mark informed us is an 
excellent photographer). Jebb Brumback, 
Meredith Webber, Dean Jackson, Vir-
ginia Jedda, Brittany Woods introduced 
themselves.

April 20th is Earthday Celebration in 
Grandin – Roanoke. Gyorgi plans to 
put up a display, sell honey, etc. Gyorgyi 
is looking for assistants that day. Email: 
gmvoros@vt.edu.

Tonia reminded all about the Larry Con-
ner Workshop – 18 spaces are left. Next 
week these vacancies will be offered to 
other associations.

Speaker: JERRY BORGER

Jerry assembled a hive for all to see, then 
dissembled it – to demonstrate and explain 
his double-screen method of raising 
queens. He has had very good success with 
this method and enjoys sharing/advising 
those who are interested. Jerry’s presenta-
tion was accompanied with on-screen 
text and photos. He invited questions and 
discussion.

Raffle items included double-screen 
boards, hive-top feeder, T-shirts, an inflat-
able beard of bees, and a certificate for 
a free queen from Gardner Apiaries in 
Georgia.

Meeting adjourned 9:15.

Sam Price

Recording Secretary

NRVBA

It takes one colony of honey bees (around 30,000 bees) to 
pollinate an acre of fruit trees. Pollination success increas-
es if there are more honey bees present at the time of peak 
flowering.


